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ne LONESOMESE stan 


UR VOTE for the most lonesome man or 
birl of the year is that freshman who just 
oved into your dorm—or the house 
cross the street. 

Maybe by next week—surely by next 
onth—at this time, he will have 
riends, The question is this: Will they 
be friends who will help him find Christ 
br get to know Him better? or friends 
who will lead him into time-wasting, de- 
oralizing activities that will kill any 
aste he has for things of the Spirit? 
The answer to that question depends 











































On whether you rush off to get your 
bags unpacked or to meet that pretty 
blond or tall-dark-and-handsome man 
ou saw on the bus—or even to look up 
our friends from the Christian Fellow- 
hip that you haven't seen all summer. 
Dr whether you amble over to give the 
ewcomer a hand, to sit and chin about 
is hometown and then suggest that you 
po to dinner together. 

Then when you start looking up your 
hristian friends from last year, how 
bout taking him along? And don’t just 
ell him to come to the affair you've plan- 
ed for new students. Tell him you'll 
e around to pick him up—and you 
ight suggest what to wear lest he be 
bmbarrassed by appearing in his good 
blue suit when it’s a strictly informal af- 
ait—or vice versa. 

‘Tomorrow he'll need help with those 
egistration lines. And even if it means 
petting an eight o'clock class yourself 
when you wanted a nine, it'll pay divi- 
Hends for Christ if you take time to steer 
im around. 

Let him get into the habit of meeting 
ou for dinner, for Fellowship meetings, 
or church on Sunday—even if you'd 
ather not! 

Such friendship will pay off in eter- 
ity. And it will make glad the heart of 
od when your new friend finds your 
paviour. 

But this is the strategic moment. If 
Ou Miss Out now, you may well never 
ave the chance again. Don’t fail the 
Lord. —vML 



























































Do They Live Unhappily 
Ever After? 

The column in the April His entitled 
“Before You Marry, Pray’ should be a 
real warning to young fellows or girls 
considering marriage with unbelievers, It 
is also a remarkable testimony to God’s 
grace in restoring the wife and in saving 
the husband. While it is true that the 
government of God operates to require 
that one reaps what he sows, yet the other 
principle that ‘‘where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound”’ admitted 
both Ruth, the Moabitess, and Solomon, 
the son of a murderer and adulterer, into 
the lineage of Christ. It seems to me that 
we deny the possibility of grace when 
we make marriage outside the will of 
God an unpardonable sin and attach a 
permanent blight to such a marriage. A 
married couple is not to suffer with the 
fear that their union was not of the Lord, 
but to work at it, the husband loving the 
wife “‘as Christ loved the church” and 
the wife being subject to the husband. 
A bad beginning does not excuse con- 
tinued failure. 
Yajalon, Mexico H. WiLBurR AULIE 


Christian Modesty 

One of my main purposes in writing 
this letter is to compliment you on your 
article in His, ‘Christian Modesty.” It 
is the sanest treatment of the subject I 
have ever seen. I wish every Christian 
girl could read this article to get the true 
Biblical view of the matter. 


Pasadena, Calif. AL CROSSAN 
Am I wrong in feeling that there is 


a bit of inconsistency revealed when one 
places the excellent article on Christian 
modesty in the March His alongside the 
pictures of obvious “undress” of both 
men and women at Campus in the 
Woods so attractively pictured in the 
same issue? 


Chicago, IIl. Dr. HarRo_p L. LUNDQUIST 


All Right? 


It is with much disappointment that I 
read in the April issue the article “Funda- 
mentalism: all right? Modernism: all 








wrong?” by E. A. Loomis, I had long 
considered His Magazine one of the best 
for college students and one that they 
could trust implicitly, especially when it 
is the official organ of a student Christian 
organization long considered sound and 
beyond any taint af questionable teach- 
ing. The above article gave me no end of 
concern. ... 

First, the two opposing schools of 
modernism and fundamentalism are cast 
into the same category of “undepen- 
dable” by a new scrutiny of both... . 
Second, any basis of fact for the revela- 
tion we have from God, the Bible, and 
for faith, is swept away, It denies many 
of the actual bases in fact we have for 
our faith once for all delivered to the 
saints. Third, the accusation has been 
leveled at fundamentalists that they have 
distorted the truths of science to make it 
fit the Bible, This is too sweeping an accu- 
sation. Fifth, fundamentalism is accused 
of having an underlying insecurity, evi- 
denced by an inflexible type of dogma- 
tism. Fundamentalism has always held to 
the fact of an absolutely inspired and au- 
thoritative Word which teaches certain 
doctrines as the only truth, She answers 
Pilate’s question, What is truth? Sixth, 
she has been accused of shifting her sup- 
ports from one pillar to another, thus 
again being accused of insecurity in her 
position. Seventh, she is accused of a ra- 
tionalistic support to what she believes 
and presents as the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures, which have been received by all 
ages and handed on to succeeding ones. 
Fundamentalism stands in the historic 
tradition, and we object to being classi- 
fied with the modernists or a group that 
needs re-examination of her faith, 


Philadelphia, Pa. HAROLD G. STIGERS 


The Christian Beacon 
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From the Inter-Varsity Bookshelf: 


Doubtful Things 


by H. W. Cragg 


Obedience to the commands of God 
made known to conscience inevitably 
raises the question of doubtful things. 
For the absence of a written word on any 
point sets before us the problem of dis- 
covering what exactly is the mind of God 
concerning any given situation. When 
seeking for positive direction we are 
dealing with the question of what is the 
will of God, and when facing what ap- 
pear to be negative commands we are 
dealing with issues in which God is seek- 
ing to make known that certain things 
are not His will for us. 

The question before us needs to be 
considered apart from all reference to 
things which are obviously sinful, for 
it is plain both from Scripture and from 
experience that a distinction must be 
made between “sins” and ‘‘weights.”’ 
“Let us lay aside every weight and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us,” is a 
word of Scripture which marks the dif- 
ference between the two, while at the 
same time making it clear that both 
must be laid aside because they are both 
hindrances to running “‘the race that is 
set before us.” The question of sin we 
have dealt with already. But equally 
sincere Christians differ as to what con- 
stitutes a ““weight.’’ National custom, so- 
cial conditions, and the individual con- 
science all affect the issue. 

In all questions of this kind it is im- 
portant that we should guard against 
the danger of slipping into the bondage 
of legalism as the Galatian Christians 
are known to have done. Theirs was a 
bondage to Judaism such as holds little 
danger for most Christians of our day, 
but we are beset with the danger of bond- 
age to a new kind of legalism which has 
grown up around the very questions of 
conscience to which we have referred. 

The custom of applying a rule-of- 
thumb method to all matters that hang 
in the balance has in many lives led to a 
bondage which is destructive of Christian 

(Continued on page 32, column 1) 








S, ft Christians ? 

Yes, soft, self-indulgent, undisci- 
plined Christians! There are far too 
many of them. Oh, they are probably 
Christians. They don’t seem wicked; 
they are not committing open sin; they 
are satisfactorily orthodox; they are mild- 
ly active in the work of Christ. 

But they are soft, flabby. They are 
without toughness and discipline of be- 
lief and life. 

They are mild in everything. They 
don’t reject the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith; they don’t believe them 
passionately either. They are not a burn- 
ing disgrace to their Christian profession; 
they are not an honor to it. At times they 
are deeply stirred by religious feelings; 
at others, are perfectly unemotional about 
religion; but they have no deep, unflag- 
ging passion for God. They see no harm 
in a great many pleasant but question- 
able or border-line practices. Wide areas 
of their lives their professed Christianity 
seems not to touch. They are self-indul- 
gent. They follow mostly their own feel- 
ings or desires or whims of the moment; 
they seldom refuse a personal desire or 
do a difficult and unselfish deed. 

They do not live by principle. They do 
not make decisions on the basis of what 
is right and therefore ought and must 
be done, whether pleasant or not; they 
do not make moral choices and will to do 
the right thing. That would be legalism, 
they say defensively. No, they do what 
they feel like doing; their test of an act 
is whether it will give pleasure or 
whether they are at the moment inclined 
to do it. They do not control their de- 
sires, do not live by careful Christian 
“training rules,” seldom say no to their 
appetites and moods. If a practice is 
likely to be pleasant and they feel like 
following it, they rationalize their indul- 
gence. If they don’t feel like indulging 
they don’t. But their decisions are not 
based on Christian principle and moral 
choice. They lack discipline, hardness, 
fiber. 

They are soft, flabby. And they are as 
useful as that 300-pound third-string 
tackle who is used to fill space in the 





line, but is of no value for downfield 
blocking. 


Why are they soft? One reason may be 
their conversion experiences. Perhaps 
they heard some of the preaching which 
made salvation by faith some kind of 
cheap-and-easy only-believe affair and 
neglected to point out that living faith 
includes a real sense of guilt, real repen- 
tance, real restitution. Or perhaps their 
experience was highly emotional—with 
such a sweep of feeling that they had 
little consciousness of deliberate choice 
that counted the cost and willed to turn 
to God. And since almost always coming 
to God brings a sense of peace and relief 


by Lauren A. King 


from tension, the unthinking may get 
the idea that Christianity is only peace 
and comfort and easy chairs. 


Another reason might be faulty teach- 
ing. One young fellow was assured by 
an evangelist that if he became a Chris- 
tian he would never have any more 
troubles or trials, never a cloud in his 
sky. Usually, I think, there is more em- 
phasis on the joys and rewards of the 
Christian life than on the struggles and 
discipline necessary, Many sermons are 
intended to comfort the troubled and 
few to arouse the too-comfortable. Com- 
fort is necessary and right; but too much 
of comfort and too little of the cost of 
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Christians 


Especially for those who have “desires for food 


and drink, for easy chairs and easy-riding 


cars, for physical sensation, for sex satisfaction.” 


being Christian makes for softness. Much 
of our Sunday school literature and reli- 
gious fiction contributes to such lack of 
fiber. I have yet scarcely read a story of 
the so-called “Christian” sort that does 
not finally melt into honey and cream 
puffs, Almost never is the hero left to 
stick by a hard decision without getting 
paid off. Very seldom is a faith set forth 
that looks past the present and dies still 
holding firm to principle as did that list 
of the faithful in Hebrews 11, No, every 
good boy must get his lollipop now. But 
that kind of teaching destroys moral 
fiber; it destroys the willingness to choose 
right merely because it is right, no mat- 
ter what the cost or outcome! 
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It is not at all unlikely that the lack 
of active persecution of Christians in 
America—such as many have endured in 
Germany, Spain, Russia, or Japan in re- 
cent times—is another cause of this soft- 
ness. When the final cost for one’s beliefs 
is liable to be imprisonment, mobbing, 
death, one will consider very carefully 
what his choice will be. A choice for the 
persecuted belief is not the easy, soft 
course; such a choice is made on principle 
in spite of cost. And certainly if a person 
is ready to face real martyrdom, he is 
more likely to be ready to make the small- 
er choices that involve their lesser degrees 
of martyrdom. For there is some element 
of martyrdom in every truly moral 


choice, calling as it does for some denial 
of self. Hence it is likely that lack of 
the need to weigh the supreme cost les- 
sens willingness to face the smaller. 


But the most subtle and pervading 
cause of this softness is after all—as 
usual—ourselves. We are just naturally 
self-indulgent. We are packed full of 
desires that are pleasant to satisfy. Walt 
Whitman’s words—written in a some- 
what different context and intention— 
might well be applied to express our feel- 
ing about ourselves: ‘I dote on myself, 
there is that lot of me and all so luscious.” 
We have desires for pleasant food and 
drink, for easy chairs and easy-riding 
cars, for physical sensation, for sex satis- 
faction, We want to be approved by our 
associates, to “belong,” not to be queer, 
to be popular, to feel satisfied with our 
achievements, to feel superior. We find it 
on the whole considerably easier to give 
reasons for being what we are than to 
change ourselves. And as a matter of fact 
we think there really isn’t too much that 
needs changing! Moreover, it is easier to 
satisfy a desire than to deny it, To in- 
dulge it is pleasant—is after all so harm- 
less, so natural. Oscar Wilde was right 
in saying that the easiest way to get rid 
of a temptation was to yield to it. The 
natural, easy, pleasing way is self-indul- 
gence and moral softness. The hard way 
is self-denial and self-discipline. No 
wonder there are so many soft Chris- 
tians. 


But however sweet to the mouth, the 
taste of softness to the stomach is bitter. 
Soft Christianity is dissatisfying if not 
disastrous. These “nice,” soft, passion- 
less, fiberless people accomplish little. 
They may be good, but they are also 
good for little or nothing. They can not 
be counted on in the pinch, They don’t 
carry the ball across goal lines; they are 
just obstacles to be run around, even for 
their own teammates. 


Indulgence in emotion for itself is to 
make oneself the helpless victim of every 
breakfast he ever eats. Let something in 
health or weather or news or minor cir- 
cumstances affect him badly, and he is 
at once sunk beneath a river of gloom 








that drowns his usefulness in any good 
or courageous act, Or let him find a dol- 
lar and he is on the mountaintops. He 
is ready to found a mission and evan- 
gelize the world in one generation. Noth- 
ing is too hard for him—until the next 
cloudy morning. And yet how many 
Christians indulge their feelings! How 
much more pleasant—yes, really—to 
sink into gloom than to take courage. 
How much more fun to be hilarious and 
giddy than serious. But what sandy 
foundations these are. 

Often the undisciplined life brings in- 
consistency and poor influence. I once 
rode for two hundred miles with an 
evangelist with a reputation for spirit- 
uality. True, he was on vacation and fe- 
laxed, yet the burden of his talk for that 
drive was the good things he had eaten 
and would like to eat, what they tasted 
like and looked like, how they could best 
be cooked, and so on in loving detail. 
Somehow I wearied of it and wished that 
we might have talked of subjects more 
eternally or even temporally important. 
He did not leave with me any uplift. You 
and I have known many a sharp tongue 
that has wounded and torn sensitive and 
even moderately calloused spirits and 
left scars—all because of indulging a 
nasty mood or a taste for wit. And many 
of us in the course of letting our dark 
feelings run to their limit have cast 
shadows over other lives, spoken un- 
civilly, and left bad memories. 

But soft indulgence may bring real 
catastrophe. Many an indulgence in the 
thrill of fast driving has ended in what 
in the eyes of God may well be sheer 
murder. Fierce insistence on having one's 
own desires and rights has often re- 
sulted in acts of injustice, revenge, even 
hatred, Easy-going spending for oneself 
without reference to the rightness of such 
spending will surely develop a selfish, 
hard heart that can not hear the cry of 
the widow and the orphan. How dwell- 
eth the love of God in such a one? He is 
a mass of soft self-indulgence. 

Especially one species of indulgence is 
a constant threat to younger Christians. 
That is indulgence in more or less inti- 
mate physical contact with those of the 


a 


opposite sex—for the thrill. Sex is God- 
given, natural. It is not evil per se; 
neither is it good per se. Some older 
Christians are inclined to feel it is only 
evil; the tone and atmosphere in the 
world of our day is to count it altogether 
good. But it is really only potentially 
good or evil. Though the first conscious 
stirring of this powerful force comes in 
adolescence, adolescents are not enough 
matured to indulge it in its good and 
God-intended manner—married love. 
Thus they are presented with a strange, 
new possibility for pleasure through self- 
indulgence, a powerful tool for good or 
evil which they do not fully understand 
and yet must control. How natural that 
they should try experiments—thrills, 
bodily contact, petting, necking, smooch- 
ing. Everything—including the spirit cf 
the times, advertising, dress, customs—is 


Starting with this issue, and continuing for 
the next eight months, His will be touring 
college and university campuses throughout 
the country—via its cover pictures. Our Oc- 
tober stop is the University of South Dakota. 


If you want your school included in this 
new series, get busy and send in your best 
8x10 inch glossy prints of interesting pictures 
taken of or on your campus. Address: His 
Picture Editor, 64 West Randolph, Chicago 1. 
The return of pictures cannot be guaranteed. 





a constant incitement to the indulgence 


of a natural desire that is in itself exceed- 
ingly powerful. But that power points 
the danger: TNT is handled far more 
carefully and circumspectly by wise men 
than is slightly damp black powder. 
Of course the defense of the indulgent 
is that there will be no harm in a little 
thrill—and anyway it is one of the most 
thrilling thrills imaginable. And that it 
doubtless is. That is just the trouble. 
Such “experiments” are both dangerous 
and harmful. For we are by nature so set 
up sexually as to go on from mild bodily 
contact through various stages of increas- 
ingly erotic caresses to the final naturally 
intended climax. It is a chain reaction 
that does not naturally stop before the 
end, Many have found that whereas they 


intended to go “only so far,”” when they 
had gone ‘‘so far’ they did not then want 
to stop; they could not stop. The end re- 
sult and most of the intermediate stages is 
sin, as Matt. 5:28 clearly states. And 
even if one can stop at some intermediate 
stage, he harms both himself and his 
partner in the thrill by the very act of 
stopping and thus frustrating the natural 
course of events. The process is set up 
by God to go right through. If you are 
not ready to go right through with it 
under His blessing, don’t tinker. You 
will harm yourself and your partner phy- 
sically and psychologically if you frus- 
trate the drive; and will do even more 
harm if you don’t. Just in proportion to 
its naturalness and pleasantness is this 
form of self-indulgence dangerous. And 
it 7s self-indulgence of a peculiarly selfish 
and unworthy kind; for it seeks satisfac- 
tion at the cost of injury to another, and 
being from the beginning established 
solely on the level of animal physical ex- 
citement, it cannot rise to any of the 
noble and satisfying heights of true sex 
love as God intended it. No, self-indul- 
gence here is moral disaster. When an- 
cient nations have gone soft here, they 
have been well on the way to decadence 
and destruction. 

Now in contrast to this soft Christian- 
ity, real Christianity is tough and requires 
self-control, self-discipline, self-denial. 
“If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Here is 
a figure of speech built on crucifixion. 
It calls for a daily death by self-denial. 
It means that those desires that lead to 
evil must be so thoroughly denied— 
every day—that they are for each occa- 
sion made as good as dead, We cannot 
follow every passing fancy, yield to 
every impulse, continually do what we 
like, indulge every appetite and desire— 
and yet follow Christ. Some desires must 
be controlled, some impulses tamed, 
some parts of ourselves denied. We must 
leave this softness, this moral flabbiness 
that acquiesces to all our desires. We 
must learn to say no, Only thus can 
we follow Him. 

(Continued on page 28, column 2) 
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acini ENTHUSIASM by the coast- 
to-coast representatives of IVCF chapters 
marked the first Foreign Missions Fel- 
lowship Missionary Institute, which met 
for the month of July in the Blue Ridge 
mountains of Asheville, North Carolina. 

Directed by Dr. T. Norton Sterrett, 
FMF General Secretary, the Institute of- 
fered courses in Missionary Principles 
and Problems, in Christian Life, in Bible 
Study, and several other subjects. Stu- 
dent response was uniformly enthusiastic. 

Typical comments: ‘The Institute 
gave me the practical missionary infor- 
mation that I have needed for a long 
time” ... “It has given me a much 
clearer idea of the mission field, the re- 
sponsibilities of a missionary, and the 
various phases of my life that should be 
developed before going” . . . “The main 
thing I have learned is how God leads.” 
... ‘I have longed to know victory in 
my Christian life, and believe I have 
found it here.” . .. “Just what I needed 
to deepen my spiritual life, I have never 
felt so closely bound in Christian fellow- 
ship with a group of Christians as I have 
here.” 

The daily program at the Institute 
started with Quiet Hour at 7, Four hours 
of classes followed in the morning: the 
Rev. E. A. Brownlee, retired Canadian 
secretary of the China Inland Mission, 
and Dr. Sterrett each taught one hour of 
Missionary Principles and Problems 
which they divided into a score of topics 
including “The Call to the Mission 


HIS, OCTOBER, 1948 


by Donald E. Hoke 


Field,” ‘The Indigenous Church,” ‘“The 
Missionary and Marriage,” etc. 

The Rev, J. C. Macaulay, pastor of the 
Wheaton Bible Church, and Dr. Thomas 
Lambie, medical missionary veteran of 
three pioneer fields, led the Christian 
Life hour, The Rev. Donald E, Hoke, 
member of the FMF committee and as- 
sistant to the president of Columbia Bible 
College, gave Bible studies in the general 
epistles during the fourth hour each day. 

Afternoons were devoted to special 
feature courses and recreation. Health 
problems on the mission field, photog- 
taphy, missionary journalism, and book- 
keeping were given during the month. 

Evening vesper services began with a 
half hour of intercession for world mis- 
sions. Specially remembered were IVCF- 
FMF missionary personnel and projects. 
Then on different evenings visiting mis- 
sionaries spoke and showed pictures on 
the needs of their fields. 

The Institute was held at the Ben Lip- 
pen conference grounds, located five 
miles west of Asheville on a mountain 
top. Recreation included mountain climb- 
ing, over-night camping, and organized 
sports. A Mexican dinner was staged one 
evening by Dr. and Mrs. Paul G, Culley. 
Dr. Culley was formerly a director of the 
Wycliffe jungle training camp; he acted 
as visiting lecturer on health at the In- 
stitute. 

General consensus of student opinion, 
polled after the Institute, was that the 
program was “just right.” Regular and 


special courses ran neck and neck in 
popularity according to student vote. 

The majority of attendants at the In- 
stitute took advantage of the college 
credit granted for the courses by Colum- 
bia Bible College. Getting such credit— 
which is transferable to any college, 
seminary, or Bible school offering similar 
courses—involved doing homework and 
taking examinations. 

It is hoped that the plans, complete 
program and leaders for next summer's 
Institute can be announced at the FMF 
Missionary Convention in December at 
the University of Illinois in Urbana, 
Though the exact time and place of next 
year’s Institute have not been decided, 
the courses offered will be similar to those 
offered this year. Colored motion pic- 
tures of this year’s Institute and testi- 
monies from the 1948 delegates are in 
the tentative plans for the Christmas con- 
vention. 

Designed not only for students who 
are missionary volunteers, the FMF Mis- 
sionary Institute offers those seeking 
God's will for their vocations an oppor- 
tunity to become informed on world mis- 
sionary needs and requirements. That 
God did meet this need of guidance was 
the most frequent testimony from this 
first Institute. And since all the main 
courses are in all or in part direct Bible 
study, an exceptional opportunity is af- 
forded the university student who feels 
the need of intensive study of the Bible 
in the summer. END 
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Why don’t fundamentalists 
preach ALL the gospel? . 


by Kenneth N. Taylor 


Whether you call yourself a fundamentalist or 
not, this article by a prominent Christian will 
open your eyes to ways to gain ground for Christ. 





A, A FUNDAMENTALIST, I am fright- 
ened because of what is happening in 
fundamentalism; and I find that I am 
not alone in this fear. A growing num- 
ber of fundamentalists are beginning to 
ask astounding questions as to whether 
the present-day fundamentalist move- 
ment will survive. 

By this seemingly illogical question 
they do not mean that fundamental 
churches will be closing their doors next 
year. They mean that fundamentalism 
is not growing; and that a church living 
on transferred memberships, no matter 
how warm the fellowship, is withering 
at the heart, though it may survive for 
a period of many years. 

We have believed with all our hearts 
that we possess a dynamic, a gospel dyna- 
mite that could shake the world as it was 


shaken in apostolic days. But the world 
is not shaken, nor is our next-door neigh- 
bor. We have failed to capture our ob- 
jective, and so far as any reasonable 
basis of judgment exists, we never will. 

Take your own local church for ex- 
ample. During the last year it has been 
surrounded by hundreds if not thou- 
sands of non-Christians living within a 
short radius of the church or members’ 
homes. How many of them were won 
to Christ? Count them up. The fact is 
certain that fundamental Christianity has 
almost utterly failed to reach the people. 
Even our next-door neighbors have little 
knowledge of how to be saved; farther 
down the block we have seldom gone. 

It might be asked: is not fundamen- 
talism rapidly penetrating into new areas 
so that within a few years the scores of 


millions within the United States who 
do not know the gospel will have heard 
it? It seems very clear that the answer 
is no, The approximately static popula- 
tion of most fundamentalist churches 
does not prophesy vast extension during 
the coming years. The number of mis- 
sion churches being founded by funda- 
mentalist churches is small—in fact, such 
a church is a rare phenomenon. Little is 
being done to reach Chicago's 700,000 
children, and—so far as can be under- 
stood from an analysis of this situation— 
the children will grow up without any 
knowledge of the Saviour. What is true 
in Chicago is true in most cities and 
towns in the United States. Where hun- 
dreds of children roam the streets or 
read the funny papers on Sunday morn- 
ings, a few score are in the Sunday 
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R schools; satisfaction and well-being are 


felt by the Sunday school and the church 
if the number of students on a particular 
Sunday morning has increased by a dozen 
or so over the Sunday a year before. 

' Obviously, a few fundamentalist 
churches aren't like this. But it is a 
true picture so far as the country as a 
whole is concerned. 

This report is in sharp contrast to 
most fundamentalists’ feeling that we are 
doing a good job—certainly a far better 
job than the non-fundamentalist church 
which has no evening service and a piti- 
fully small Sunday school, But this is a 
false standard. Why not compare what 
we have done with what God is willing 
to do through us—with what He has 
done in the past. In that light our labors 
are reduced to insignificant proportions. 

Undoubtedly because of this failure 
of the fundamentalist churches to reach 
their communities for Christ, there has 
risen during the last few years a multi- 
tude of non-denominational youth or- 
ganizations. These are doing a splendid 
work and ought to be heartily endorsed 
by all fundamentalists by prayer and 
gifts. Nevertheless, these organizations 
are not reaching the country for Christ 
—not even any considerable fraction of 
it. In a city of 3,000,000 persons, a 
meeting that averages two or three—or 
even five—thousand on a Saturday night 
is a wonderful thing . . . but hardly 
makes a dent upon the 3,000,000. It 
seems that fundamentalism has not yet 
discovered a way to get the message of 
salvation to a lost nation. 

We are not, of course, talking now 
about the conversion of the whole com- 
munity or of the whole nation, but sim- 
ply of whether our population will ever 
hear the true gospel. (How many per- 
sons in the homes in your block even 
know how to be saved?) Non-Christians 
do not go to church and the church has 
not found the way of going to the non- 
Christians in any personal, extensive, and 
effective way. Personal conversation 
about Christ with non-Christians is rare. 
If you think that statement exaggerated, 
think of yourself and your friends in 
your church. 
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Is Fundamentalism Perishing? 

The gospel was at one time so power- 
ful in Jerusalem that three thousand men 
were converted in a single day after one 
sermon, and a few days later five thou- 
sand others came to Christ, Yet today 
we find scarcely any trace of the gospel 
of Christ throughout that whole area. 
In Asia Minor, where Paul was so suc- 
cessful in establishing churches, Chris- 
tianity was so important that the 
Emperor Constantine personally entered 
into a discussion with the Christians at- 
tempting to conciliate them in their theo- 
logical controversy. Today the gospel is 
unknown in that whole area. The same 
thing is true of Rome. There was a 
time in Rome, as witnessed by the thou- 
sands of skeletons in the catacombs, that 
Christians were willing to stand and live 
for the truth. These were the fundamen- 
talists of that time. Yet today the gospel 
of Christ is almost unknown in the whole 
region of Rome. Later the gospel went 
to England. There the mighty fires of 
the Wesleyan revival burned brightly and 
rapidly. Yet today only ten per cent of 
the population go to church on an aver- 
age Sunday; and that includes the Roman 
Catholic population. In other words, 
England today is almost pagan, more so 
than the United States. The power of 
the gospel was there once, but not now. 
And in the United States where there is 
still a periphery of flame about the edges 
which is fundamentalism, the embers of 
Christianity seem to be smoldering very 
low. The flame seems unable to pene- 
trate into unburned areas, 

In view of the history of fundamental- 
ism since Christ’s resurrection, and in 
view of the actual situation today, the 
picture is not bright. Nor does it show 
any signs of becoming brighter in the 
future. 


Do We Care? 

Sadly enough, few fundamentalists 
have stopped long enough in their 
rounds of preaching the gospel to Chris- 
tians to see the full picture. A recent 
survey of Christian businessmen by an 
evangelical monthly indicates that almost 
all of them are well sold on the present 
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situation. When another Christian mag- 
azine recently asked whether fundamen- 
talists were reaching America with the 
gospel, fundamentalist leaders across the 
nation howled with rage, insulted that 
anyone could think they were not doing 
so. Yet obviously they are not. Look 
again at your own home town or your 
college town; multiply it by the thou- 
sands of communities across the nation 
—and you have the answer. 

Then note the billions outside our 
borders. Yet less than one-half the evan- 
gelical churches have so much as one 
young person from their memberships on 
the foreign field. If fundamentalism 
must be depended on to tell the gospel 
to the world, it appears that the world 
will never hear the gospel. Let's quit 
kidding ourselves. 

What is it that can give stagnant 
fundamentalism the vibrant power it had 
in apostolic times? This is the question 
many are beginning to ask. The fact that 
they are asking this question is not any 
indication of disloyalty to the gospel; 
rather it is a challenge to re-analyze the 
state of fundamentalism, both its content 
and its methods, in the light of fact— 
historical and scriptural—rather than in 
the light of fundamentalist tradition and 
sentiment. 

Our serious trouble may be that fund- 
amentalists do not preach the gospel. 
Are We Fundamentalists 


Preaching the Gospel? 
No other group within the church has 


ever made stronger claims about the 
purity of its doctrine, or insisted with 
such vigor that it alone presented the 
truths of the Bible in their entirety. Few 
would question the fact that God has 
blessed our emphasis upon expository 
preaching of the Word and upon salva- 
tion by faith alone, to bring about the 
conversion of multitudes, But this bless- 
ing does not prove we are doctrinally 
true, for the Lord often blesses those 
who love Him—even though they be in 
doctrinal error. 

On the other hand, the fact that mod- 
ern fundamentalist preaching is impotent 
as compared with the gospel of the 
apostles may indicate a serious shortcom- 
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ing in the content we preach. We have 
talked about using new methods to pro- 
claim the same old gospel, But what we 
need is not a new method, but all of the 
old gospel. This, fundamentalism is not 
preaching. 

By the gospel we fundamentalists 
mean the facts in the Scriptures concern- 
ing the death of Christ for the forgive- 
ness of our sins, His resurrection for our 
justification, the work of the Spirit in 
our regeneration and sanctification, and 
so forth. But a more careful survey of 
the very significant commission which 
Christ gave to His apostles just before 
He ascended to heaven may indicate that 
these are not the only doctrines to be 
preached. In Matthew 28:18-20, we 
have Christ’s Great Commission: “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

We have unthinkingly assumed that 
this is precisely what we have been do- 
ing. But what are the things our Lord 
Jesus Christ has commanded us to teach? 
“And this is his commandment, That we 
should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he 
gave us commandment” (I John 3:23). 

Note that the gospel has two parts. 
First, it is believing on the name of 
Jesus Christ. That is almost as far as 
most of us have gone in our funda- 
mentalist teaching. The second part is 
to love one another as Christ gave us 
commandment. This, fundamentalists 
fail to preach and practice. 

Modern fundamentalists would prob- 
ably say the Apostle Peter ‘‘added to the 
gospel” if they heard him preach, “Add 
to your faith virtue” until they realized 
that this is a Biblical comment: II Peter 
1:5. The Apostle Paul preached the 
same gospel of faith and good works. 
He said in the letter to the Galatians who 
fought so hard against legalism, “Do 
good toall men...” 

Jesus said it. So did John. So did 


Paul, So did James. But today we have 
apparently decided that Christ’s explicit 
command is unimportant. It is time we 
realized that, though we are not saved 
by good works, they are just as much a 
part of Christ’s commandments as ac- 
cepting Him as our Saviour. 

Our failure in this important doctrine 
of good works is twofold. We have 
openly opposed community or school 
projects (‘No time, we're too busy get- 
ting people saved’) and thus set our- 
selves above Christ, claiming that we 
know better than He where the Christian 
emphasis should be placed. And we have 
lazily ignored our social responsibilities, 
(“After all, who could expect us to visit 
non-Christian students? It’s not nearly 
so pleasant as chumming with Christians 
after church.” Who, that is, except the 
Lord Jesus?) 

No, we do not preach the gospel of 
love, nor practice it. We are too busy 
preaching at the city mission to take time 
to visit our unsaved parents or pal with 
our children, and while we are busy here 
and there, they slip away from us—and 
from Christ. Or we are too busy with 
our study to obey Christ’s command 
which says, “But if any provide not for 
his own, and specially for those of his 
own house [spiritually as well as physi- 
cally}, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.” Is that you? 

When a fundamentalist brother sins-— 
as has happened frequently in prominent 
places during recent months—we gossip 
about it for a while, then forget it. No 
confession, no heart-searching, no pen- 
alty. 

And if we are preaching only fifty per 
cent of the gospel, how can we expect 
that there will be great blessing from 
God upon our message? We should not 
be disappointed that the results of 
preaching half of the message are not 
greater. 

The other commandments of Christ, 
although all summarized within the gen- 
eral commandment to love God and one 
another, are legion. One of them is in- 
dicated in the book of Galatians, the 
book which above all others teaches that 
salvation is not of works, but is by the 





grace of God. The Apostle Paul con- ¢ al 


cludes this message on salvation by grace, 
thus: ‘Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 
And let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith.” 


What does this mean? Is it not suf- © 


ficient that we believe in Jesus Christ 
as Saviout? No, not according to the 
Holy Scriptures. We are saved by only 
believing, but we are not obeying Christ 
when we only believe. Equally import- 
ant to Him is the second part of His 
command. We have no choice; we can- 
not agree to forget it. We are, in addi- 
tion to believing in Christ, “to love one 
another as he gave us commandment.” 

In view of this, it would be interesting 
for fundamentalism to re-analyze its po- 
sition in regard to the Sermon on the 
Mount. There has been a strong ten- 
dency to reject these commandments of 
Christ as being irrelevant (and perhaps 
inconvenient?) for this present age. But 
in view of Christ's explicit command to 
obey every commandment He has given 
to us, further reconsideration of this mat- 
ter seems essential and the “traditions 
of the elders” of the fundamentalist 
movement ought not to be accepted as 
final, 


Are We Fandamentalists 
Living the Gospel? 

The way in which this tendency to 
preach only half the gospel works out 
is seen in our evangelistic meetings where 
the entire stress is usually put on the first 
part of the gospel. It is a glorious thing 
that so many are born again at such 
meetings, but it is the greatest of trag- 
edies that there are so many stillbirths. 
A year later many of these people are 
in almost the same spiritual and intel- 
lectual and social condition as they were 
the morning after their conversion. 

Areas where there have been “reviv- 
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on- ¢ als” have sometimes been described by 
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evangelists as “burned over.”’ This means 
that it is no longer practical to hold serv- 
ices in those places because men and 
women and boys and girls who have 
made a profession of faith in a previous 
“revival” have gone away to become bit- 
ter against Christianity and evangelists 
themselves and to sour the whole com- 
munity because of their experience. The 
reason for this is that they have never 
grown in grace. They have been born 
into a new life perhaps, but they have 
not realized that they have only begun 
and that they have years of development 
ahead of them. Being untaught in the 
things of God except for the very barest 
rudiments of salvation, they are disap- 
pointed in the so-called Christian life 
that has been offered them, They have 
not been trained in the Christian life 
nor have they even been trained in the 
matter of fellowship so that they will 
be sure to find congregations of Chris- 
tian people and a minister who can help 
care for their spiritual and social needs. 

The same problem faces our interde- 
nominational or non-denominational 
youth organizations. Their converts are 
for the most part taught only one thing 
—to receive Christ as Saviour. They 
have never been taught the command- 
ments of Christ so far as living the 
Christian life is concerned. They do not 
recognize—because they have never been 
taught—that they now have a new obli- 
gation to other people so far as courtesy 
and friendliness and consistency of fol- 
lowing duty are concerned. Instead, they 
imbibe an attitude of quibbling over un- 
essential doctrines, criticizing pastors 
and churches and seeking everywhere for 
more congenial fellowship than they find 
in their own church. 

God grant that Inter-Varsity may con- 
tinue its war against such shallowness. 

Fundamentalism as we know it today 
arose in the 1870's as an attempt to rally 
the forces of Christianity against mate- 
rialism and naturalism which threatened 
to supplant Christianity as an explana- 
tion of life and the after-life. Attempting 
to stem this tide “‘evangelicalism at this 
point took the step that has been cursing 
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it ever since, It solidified its practice at 
the 1880 level; simply put, all matters of 
doctrine, faith, morals and Christian liv- 
ing must remain as they were in 1880 


As a consequence, the fundamentalist 
church has fallen so low as to become 
known to the community not as a great 
powerhouse of radiant fellowship and 
service as Christ commanded, but as a 
group of people who do not smoke, do 
not use lipstick, and do not attend the 
theaters. Frequently fundamentalist 
churches require that an incoming mem- 
ber sign a promise that he will not take 
part in these practices, though he is not 
asked to promise to love his brothers, 
not even those in the church. In other 
words, the conditions of love for God 
and for others which Christ laid down, 
are no longer considered as significant 
as the rules of men in a changing society! 
The rules set down by the church fathers 
have superseded the commandment of 
Christ! Lipstick is considered sinful, but 
not powder or gossip; smoking is taboo, 
but not coffee; and a grouchy temper is 
not discussed. 

This makes a particularly difficult bar- 
rier for new Christians who have come 
out of a worldly life and suddenly find 
themselves confronted with a group of 
prohibitions upon which they have not 
counted when they received Christ as 
Saviour. Moreover, if they do accept 
these prohibitions, they usually do so to 
follow someone else’s dictum rather than 
to carry out a personal decision based on 
careful thought, prayer, and study of the 
Bible, They therefore become the laugh- 
ingstock of their friends and find that 
they have no intelligent answer to give 
for following these prohibitions. The 
Christian life then becomes to them an 
artificial thing, for which they must be 
somewhat ashamed. As a result there is 
not much power in their testimony. It is 
true that in many cases these so-called 
“questionable things” will automatically 
go out of a Christian’s life; for those 
that are truly dangerous to spiritual life 
—as well as those which may be stum- 
bling blocks—will be warned against 
by the Spirit. But these decisions ought 


to be made dynamically and not just to 
follow the fundamentalist pattern. 


Our doctrine is above dispute, as far 
as it goes, and our testimonies of devo- 
tion to Christ are strong and no doubt 
sincere in the church prayer meetings. 
Yet frequently our personal ethics are 
not above reproach. In our businesses 
we can be shrewd and almost cruel and 
heartless; in the home we can be morose 
and contentious; our conversation can 
be habitually filled with backbiting and 
slander; and yet these sins that are as 
wicked as adultery are considered nor- 
mal so long as we are able to speak out 
the gospel message forcibly and clearly 
on the street corner or before the breth- 
ren at prayer meeting. This is illustrated 
by well-known Bible teachers and evan- 
gelists whose platform manners are ade- 
quate for the occasion but whose personal 
bombasts, churlishness, and boorishness 
off the platform do little honor to the 
gospel, 


It is even more forcibly demonstrated 
in the daily lives of most of us. 


No Christian who has impartially ob- 
served these things can deny that lack 
of kindness is generally the rule in most 
fundamental churches. Can it be that 
these things are inevitable parts of fund- 
amentalism as presently constituted be- 
cause the emphasis of fundamentalism is 
on only one-half the gospel? We preach 
Christ as Saviour, and so we must, but 
we give little or neutral emphasis to the 
mighty doctrine of love to one another, 
the second half of the gospel. 


Another striking condemnation of 
evangelical Christians is their aloofness 
from non-Christians. There is very little 
intercourse, very little exchange of visits 


(Continued on page 29, column 1) 


Any day now your chapter will be receiving 
a bundle of bright blue and maroon folders... 
their subject: FMF-IVCF’s Convention for 
Missionary Conquest scheduled for December 
27-31 at the University of Illinois (Urbana). 
These folders will contain all the information 
you want to know: the speakers, accommoda- 
tions, rates, and a registration card. Make sure 
you get one... they'll be available from your 
staff member and chapter. Then tuck it in 
your Bible—to remind you to pray and plan 
for this five-day student convention. 








is LATE SPRING sun warmed the red 
brick front of Winestine Mansion and 
cast a dazzling reflection from the large 
brass knocker. Behind, in the gardens, 
the garden hose with spray attachments 
was throwing up a fine mist. 

Abraham had been just a lad, an assis- 
tant to the gardener, when most of the 
garden was laid out, but he had been in 
love with it even then. Since then, with 
the blessing of his employer, he had spent 
the greater part of his lifetime helping 
nature to make the garden of the Wine- 
stine Mansion one of the most beautiful 
in New England. Mr. Winestine had 
been only a few years older than Abra- 
ham when the garden was begun—a new- 
born millionaire, fresh from the womb 
of the Board of Trade. The succeeding 
years had brought with them maturity, 
dignity, and the serenity that comes with 
the knowledge of being respected. 

On his knees beside a bush of yellow 
roses, Abraham was deftly binding up its 
too heavy lower branches. He wanted 
half an inch clearance between the low- 
est twig and the top of the bluegrass car- 
pet—no more, no less. 





“Good morning, Abie.” 

Abraham sat back on his heels and 
smiled a greeting to the young man in 
chauffeur’s uniform, who leaned on the 
iron gate, 

“You still have your little race with 
the sun, don’t you, Abie?” 

“The flowers expect me.” 

“When I was driving Mrs. Hammer- 
stine yesterday afternoon, she said she 
wanted to come visit here soon because 
she enjoyed the garden so much.” 

“TI like Mrs, Hammerstine. You have 
a good employer, Jacob.” 

“That I have. She has always paid me 
a fair wage and she’s considerate.” 

“My life has been happy too, Jacob. 
I've watched my flowers grow from seed 
to bud and then burst into full bloom. 
Always I’ve been eager to have the blos- 
soms, yet I never liked the bud to go.” 

The gardener turned again to his rose 
bush and the visitor crouched on his 
heels beside him. 

Pushing his visor cap far back on his 
head, he pulled up a blade of grass and 
began to divide it into halves, then quar- 
ters, eighths, and finally the pieces were 


so small he was forced to choose another 
blade and start all over. 

“I drove down Madison Avenue when 
I came here this morning, Abie,” he said. 

“How are the greens at the Country 
Club? They have a new caretaker there.” 

“Abie, coming that way I stopped in 
front of the house.” 

“You did?” 

“Abie, tell me, why is there crepe on 
the knocker ?”’ 

“Crepe means sorrow, lad.” 

“Abie, who is dead?” 


With a sudden click of his shears the 


older man returned to his pruning. 

“Abie?” 

“I sometimes think the buds are the 
most beautiful.” 

“Not Becky!” 

“Rebecca.” 

“What happened, Abie? Was it an 
accident?” 

“No.” 

The gardener made a neat pile of the 


twigs he had clipped from the bush, then 


pushed them onto a small shovel and | 


placed them in a wheelbarrow. Taking 
his place between the handles, he moved 


requiel 


a short, short story by 


Carroll E. Kennedy, Jr. 
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i on down the path. Jacob followed close 


behind him, 

“How long was she ill?” 

“She wasn’t.” 

Some rocks that bordered the path 
were out of line. The gardener stooped 
to straighten them. Jacob helped. One 
rock the size of a tomato didn’t fit so 
he threw it between the iron bars of the 
gate. Abraham went after it, returning 
it to its place in the rock pattern. 

“She’s been away most of the winter, 
hasn’t she?” 

“Rebecca was in Maine until the last 
two months.” 

“When did they first begin to sus- 
pect ?”” 

“She told them when she first re- 
turned. She wanted to take them with 
her.” 

“Why must this be, Abraham?” 


The old Israelite sighed, then straight- J 


ened up to rest his back. Soon he picked 
up his wheelbarrow and proceeded to- 
ward the spring house. A drooping vine 
caught his eye, so he left his barrow to 
tie it up. 

“She knew better, Abie. I remember 
how she wept when her friend Naomi 
became a Christian. She said she didn’t 
care if Jesus was a Hebrew, she wished 
He hadn’t been born since He was 
the cause of so much sorrow. She wore 
black for a long time because Naomi had 
been so dear to her.” 

“The devil has used Naomi to damn 
Rebecca, too.” 

The younger man selected another 
stone and hurled it through the gate, 
then inquired, “When will they have 
the funeral rites?” 

“Tomorrow afternoon. She left yes- 
terday afternoon.” 

“Where will she live?” 

“That's of no interest to any of us. 
Remember that, lad. She has broken the 
faith. And Jehovah is just. ‘Vengeance 
is mine, saith the Lord’! 


+ + » 

And Jesus said, For judgment I am 
come into this world, that they which 
see not might see; and that they which 
see might be made blind. 


END 


I Find Reality 


by Donald K. Blackie 


His presents the prize-winning entry in the 
Tracts for Students Contest conducted by 
His and Good News Publishers last spring. 


dics and Dan had just finished listen- 
ing to another classroom lecture on “The 
History of Philosophy.” Since it was now 
the noon hour, they strolled across the 
campus toward the Student Union, where 
they enjoyed lunch together. They had 
been discussing certain points of the pro- 
fessor’s lecture when Jim remarked, 
“Well, Dan, it seems that great minds 
in the past as now are always searching 
for reality, How thankful I am that I 


| have found reality in the Person of Jesus 


Christ.” At this point in their conver- 
sation, Dan asked Jim exactly what he 
meant by such a statement. 

Jim looked thoughtfully at his friend 
and began: “The other day, Dan, I read 
again of the story of two well-known 
men, Robert Ingersoll, the notorious ag- 
nostic, and Lew Wallace, the author of 
Ben Hur. One day they were talking 
together while waiting for the train in 
the Union Depot at Indianapolis. Inger- 
soll expressed his surprise that so gifted 
a man as Wallace should be a member of 
a church and a believer in Christ. He also 
told him that if he would look carefully 
into the matter he would throw away his 
superstitious notions. Mr. Wallace, who 
had already given more thought and 
study to the subject of Christianity than 
his infidel friend had ever done, thought 
seriously about what Ingersoll had told 
him. He decided that he would go more 
thoroughly into the study of Christianity 
than ever before. He went to Palestine 
and he lived and studied where Christ 
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had lived and taught and died and risen 
again. Afterwards he wrote this remark- 
able testimony: ‘As a result of my re- 
search and years of study, I became 
convinced that Jesus Christ was not only 
a Saviour of the world, that He was not 
only the Saviour of the world, but that 
He was my Saviour too, and being thus 
convinced, | wrote Ben Hur.’ By the 
sheer force of evidence, Dan, Wallace 
was convinced that Jesus Christ was real. 
I too have studied the facts of His life 
and death, His resurrection and His 
teachings. I have also placed my per- 
sonal faith in Him and have now the 
priceless gift of everlasting life, for “The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord’” (Romans 6:23). 

This blessed assurance of reality in the 
soul when Jesus Christ is received as 
Saviour and Lord is the divine possession 
of everyone who believes in Him. You 
simply cannot know the reality of sins 
forgiven, of assurance of salvation, of 
peace of mind apart from the personal 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as your Saviour 
and Lord. ‘‘O taste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him” (Psalm 34:8), If you have not 
committed your soul’s eternal destiny to 
Him, do so now! For consider this great 
truth: “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36). END 








a OUR MASTER Himself found it 
essential to rise early in the morning to 
pray, and jealously to guard time for 
quiet meditation, we may safely say that 
it is impossible for His followers to 
manage the difficult business of living 
without taking time, jealously guarded, 
to look up into the face of God, to offer 
our lives afresh to Him, to seek guidance 
for the day before us, to listen to His 
voice and to lift up our hearts in petition 
and intercession. 

We notice that Jesus does not say, “If 
you pray.”” He says, “When you pray.” 
He takes it for granted that prayer will 
be part of our life; and it might help 
us to remember that if we made an ap- 
pointment with a dentist, we should keep 
it, whatever we felt like, and that we 
should be prepared to give ourselves up 
to God for some time each day as though 
we had an appointment with Him, and 
keep that appointment however we hap- 
pened to feel, just as we would keep 
an appointment with a human person. 


Indeed, the very health of the soul— 
and as I should claim, the body also, es- 
pecially the nervous system—depends on 
our maintaining this quiet time regularly. 
I know from my own failures that it is 
absolutely essential. A great musician 
said: “If I stop practicing for one day, 
I know it. If I stop practicing for two 
days, my closest friends know it. If I 
stop for three, the connoisseurs would 
know it. If I stopped for four days, the 
world would know it.” Those of us who 
are busy probably realize that we have 


extent, suffer because the soul is thrown { 


out of its true relation to God. 

Most of us will agree with all this. 
Our difficulty may, however, have be- 
come that of making a pretense of 
prayer. We throw ourselves at the side 
of a bed for two minutes before we go 
down to breakfast and three minutes be- 
fore we get into bed. We say something 
that we have been saying for the last ten 
or fifteen years; we convince ourselves 
that we have said our prayers and won- 
der why prayer seems to count for so 


YOU HAVE TROUBLE PRAYING 


by Leslie D. Weatherhead 


only to stop our communion with God 
for a very short time and we become 
moody, irritable, and depressed. Health 
is correspondence with environment. 
The health of the body depends on the 
correspondence of the body with its phy- 
sical environment, Lack of air, and the 
health of my lungs fails. Lack of light, 
and the health of my eyes slowly disap- 
pears. The health of my mind is its cor- 
respondence with the world of ideas. 
When that correspondence is inter- 
rupted, the health of the mind suffers. 
One man is afraid of the dark, another 
man thinks somebody is following him. 
He has false ideas and the health of his 
mind is disturbed. 

In a similar way the health of the soul 
is the maintenance of a correspondence 
between the soul and its environment, 
which is God. Disturb that correspon- 
dence and the health of the soul suffers. 
And since no part of an organization can 
be truly healthy if any part is in a state 
of disease, body and mind will, to some 


little. I implore the reader of these 
pages not to stop one habit until he has 
established a better one; but I do also 
ask him to consider whether he can say 
that prayer counts for little in his life 
when he has given it that kind of trial. 
A bedroom is not the best place in the 
world in which to pray. The bed is almost 
sure to make a powerful suggestion that 
we ought not to have left it or that we 
ought to be getting into it, and a hur- 
ried moment before breakfast, or a time 
when mind and body are both tired, is 
certainly not an ideal time for prayer. 

In a gathering of my church, four 
hundred young people who met one 
memorable week end to discuss the rea- 
son why people did not pray, came al- 
most unanimously to two conclusions. 
First, that people gave up prayer because 
they felt that no one was there, that it 
From “Discipleship” by Leslie D. Weather- 
head. Copyright 1934 by Leslie D. Weather- 


head. Used by permission of Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville. 
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‘ was like talking to the wall, that it 


seemed to make no difference. And, sec- 
ond, that when they started to pray, their 
minds wandered all over the place. I 
should like to deal with these two prob- 
lems in a very practical way. 

Regarding the difficulty of feeling that 
no one is there: When people make this 
objection, I feel very tempted to ask 
them what they expect to happen, and 
generally find that they expect to feel 
what I call “Sunday nightish,” and they 
are disappointed if there is no emotional 
reaction to their attempt at prayer. Quite 
candidly, I also like to feel different after 
a quiet time. When this happens, I cer- 
tainly regard it as a very blessed reward. 
But I am bold to suggest to you that it 
is not fair that we should take our spir- 
itual temperature with the thermometer 
of feeling. 

A man who has been married a num- 
ber of years, however much he loves his 
wife, will admit that he does not feel 
all the time as he feels at certain times, 
but his relation to his wife is not denied 
by this fact. 

Some of us who joined the army found 
that the emotion of patriotic feeling 
buined very low at some times though it 
burned brightly at others. 

On some mornings God will reward 
us by making us feel His presence and 
the glorious quietening, enheartening, 
invigorating sense of His nearness, But 
other mornings, for various reasons, we 
shall not feel any devotional emotion at 
all; but surely we must obediently give 
God our wills and minds when we can- 
not offer Him our feelings, and be pre- 
pared to keep our appointments with 
Him when He does not reward our obe- 
dience with feelings, We are to follow 
Him and leave our feelings to take care 
of themselves. 

I therefore want to suggest that we 
should start a quarter of an hour earlier 
for school and drop into some church on 
our way. Some Protestant churches are 
usually open for prayer and meditation, 
or we might find a Catholic church, 
where the atmosphere is far more helpful 
than that of a bedroom. Let us try to 
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keep that up every morning for six 
months. On many and many a morning 
we shall feel like missing it, but let us 
keep the appointment. After we have 
kept it we may feel like saying: “It does 
not make any difference. I feel no better. 
I am going to give it up”; but we shall 
be in process of becoming men of God, 
for God will come to us. We have His 
Word on that, and I believe He comes 
to us at such a depth of personality that 
we are often unconscious, at the mo- 
ment, that He Sas come. But at that depth 
of personality He can change our reac- 
tions to life. We are only really changed 
when the unconscious is changed, and 
the test of the value of our prayers is not 
what we happen to feel at this moment 
or at that. The test is our reaction to life. 
Are we easier to live with? Are we 
kinder and more loving? Are we more 
tolerant of others? Do we really love the 
brethren? Are we finding a sense of 
serenity which does not leave us on the 
most hectic days? Do we feel that the 
joy that is at the heart of the universe 
is becoming our possession, even on days 
when we feel seedy and down-hearted? 
Is our will becoming stronger to endure? 
These are the questions we must ask our- 
selves as well as whether we feel different 
at the actual moment of prayer. 

Let me turn to the second problem: 
the wandering mind. Our minds are 
so fugitive that before we have ut- 
tered one petition we are thinking, 
“What shall I wear to the party?” We 
pull our mind back and say to it, 
‘Now stop that, you are praying,” only 
to think, “I must not forget to send that 
letter to So-and-So.”” With another vio- 
lent jerk we haul it back by the scruff 
of its neck and say, ‘Now pray, can’t 
you?” and then it is off again on some 
other foolish adventure, so that often 
people spend their whole prayer time 
chasing their minds and fetching them 
back again, and then give up the exhaust- 
ing process and crawl into bed. 

I can only set down here some meth- 
ods which I myself have found of use: 


One morning, in our quiet time, we 
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might take up our hymn book and turn 
to some of the great hymns. If we read 
them aloud slowly, or else in a church 
in a whisper, we shall find how often 
we have sung the familiar words, and 
how rarely we have realized what we 
sang. And we shall be able to keep our 
mind on the words we are reading, and 
we shall find the genius of the various au- 
thors in expressing some of our innermost 
aspirations. There are certain poems we 
could read in the same way, reading a 
verse and putting the book down and 
meditating upon it. 

Another method I have found of great 
value is to use the rich collections that 
are available in the prayers of others. 

Another method helpful on a particu- 
larly busy day is, in the quiet time, to go 
through the day with Christ, as it were, 
taking each of our appointments and 
offering them to Him, asking that when 
we come to that particular hour He will 
reveal Himself and show us His will. 

Ruskin somewhere points out the 
value of “trying to be present, as if in 
the body, at each recorded event in the 
life of the Redeemer.” If a person has 
a vivid imagination, wonderful results 
sometimes come from taking some spe- 
cific incident in the Gospels and imagin- 
ing Oneself present. 


Our prayers ought to contain a few 
moments of listening. Often God can- 
not speak to us because our quiet time is 
so far from being quiet that it is all a 
going out of ourselves to Him with no 
Opportunity for Him to come through 
to us, 


Our prayer also should have a place 






LISTEN 





The other morning, my daughter stood on 
the steps outside the basement door. She was 
calling to her mother. “Mommie! Mommie! 
Mommie!” she called over and over again. 
Her mother in the front part of the house an- 
swered each time—but she didn’t hear because 
she wasn’t listening—she was just calling. 


Something like that must be true of the 
people who say that God doesn’t answer 
prayer. They have kept calling so long and so 
loud for help that they couldn't hear the ans- 
wer. That's the reason the Scripture says “Be 
still and know that | am God.” 


—HARROLD MCFARLAND 





for others. This is partly covered by the 
suggestions already made, for many 
hymns and prayers and poems of others 
are prayers for others. Instead of saying, 
“God bless John Smith,” picture John 
Smith’s bedroom where he lies ill, or 
whatever circumstances in which John 
happens to be. We must remember that 
when we pray for another we are not stir- 
ring a reluctant God to action. God is 
much more eager to bless John Smith 
than we are to have him blessed. 


It is the mystery of prayer that God 
will make the fuifillment of His own 
desires dependent on man’s co-operation. 
It seems, in many cases, as though man 
must provide the conditions or God is 
hindered in His work. And while we 
must not be too greatly disappointed 
when prayer is apparently not answered, 
since we have not yet learned those con- 
ditions under which we can best help 
God to achieve His will, we must not 
set limits to the value of prayer and faith, 
whatever our allegiance to the tenets of 
“science” may be. 

Our quiet time, then, must not be- 
come an orgy of selfish introspection. 
We can all carry on a ministry for others 
by our readiness to give ourselves in 
prayer for them. 


Do not let us be put off by apparent 
failures or by the modern idolatry of 
science. There are things not contra- 
natural but supernatural which belong to 
a sphere where the authority of science 
does not yet run. Jesus expected us to 
be at home in a world where proof is 
not offered, but where experiment is re- 
warded, I shall never forget Doctor 
Orchard’s saying to a small group of us 
that his time for prayer was so precious 
that when it ended he felt like a lover 
parting from his beloved who could 
hardly bear the moment of separation 
and who said, “Not yet, not yet.” I have 
not got to that point myself, but I have 
sometimes been in sight of it. 


That kind of experience lies a little 
further along the road which it is our 
privilege to tread. END 
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letting the Frosh 


LE AM AOI OSEAN: Sag 


- FALL as every fall, your Inter- 
Varsity chapter along with every other 
chapter around the world will face one 
big problem: how to find a good group 
of freshmen to join your ranks. 

In your thinking about ways and 
means of solving this problem, have you 
thought about why you want these fresh- 
men as well as bow to get them? 

Just why get freshmen? To replace 
those lost at graduation last spring? To 
keep about the same number that we had 
last year or maybe a few more so that 
we can feel good? Or do we have a defi- 
nite spiritual obligation to them? If so, 
is the group able to fulfill that obliga- 
tion for the large group of merely well- 
wishers whom a successful publicity cam- 
paign might attract ? 


In other words, are we primarily look- 
ing for new freshmen to win to Christ 
or for those who will help strengthen our 
combined witness to the campus? 

The answers to these questions depend 
on your group. If it is large and spirit- 
ually minded, it should be able to handle 


a large group of new students—Chris- , 
tian and non-Christian. And an ingen- 
ious advertising campaign should be 
launched toward finding that large 
group. If, however, the group is still in 
its early stages—if there are few who are 
really pray-ers—it might be well to nar- 
row the efforts to finding the Christians, 
those who would help the group become 
a strong spiritual nucleus to reach the 
unsaved, 


Having once decided which freshmen 
to try for and having earnestly prayed 
the Lord’s guidance at every step, you are 
ready to consider kinds of advertising. 


Large, well established, strongly spir- 
itual groups which have a fairly liberal 
budget should probably set up an impres- 
sive campaign. Usually this consists of 
three main parts: a widespread distribu- 
tion of literature to introduce the pur- 
pose and the activities of the chapter; 
some kind of social affair particularly for 
new students; and a friendly, persistent 
follow-up of those who show interest. 

The literature varies all the way from 
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by Norma Randolph 


nris- 
a personally typed or hand-written letters 
lala to a small group of contacts already ob- 
fl - tained by the members to great quantities 
a of printed literature distributed gener- 
ously to all new students. Advertising 
we should be attractive and grammatically 
— correct. And don’t neglect the dictionary 
ye when writing the copy. Misspellings and 
. miscapitalizations have lessened the ef- 
fectiveness of expensive literature on 
men more than one campus. 
ayed Mimeographing should be neat and 
1 are 


in tasteful format. Printed materials 
g. should be smart looking and in good 


spir- taste. It is a good idea to put blotters, 
eral time schedules, identification cards, or 
Dres- calendars on the back of announcements. 
s of That way, they are much more likely to 
ribu- be kept. Some blotters have spoken a 
pur- quiet testimony long after the announce- 
pter; ments were obsolete, on the desks of 
y for people with little or no interest in the 
stent group. 

t. The social affair may vary all the way 
from from a hilarious hayrack ride to a very 
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formal reception. Your plans in this di- 
rection will depend on your kind of 
college and the kind of first impression 
you want to make. In most cases, the in- 
formal affair is best, if it is well planned. 

But ultimately, your success in reach- 
ing new students depends upon the vigor 
and enthusiasm of the follow-up work. 
Regular mail contacts are somewhat val- 
uable; phone contacts are more valuable; 
personal visits are the best of all. Re- 
member not to become discouraged by 
one or two rebuffs; persistent friendli- 
ness usually pays off. 


One of the largest chapters in the 
Midwest writes to all the known evan- 
gelical pastors in the state shortly before 
the opening of the fall term, asking for 
the names of students from their 
churches who expect to enroll at that uni- 
versity that fall. These students are 
looked up individually. During registra- 
tion, this Inter-Varsity group mans a 
table which students going through the 
lines may visit for information. Names 
and addresses of those who stop are put 
on the mailing list, to receive regular 
notices of the meetings and other activi- 
ties of the chapter. Then the first week of 
school, this group gives a party to which 
each member of the freshman class re- 
ceives a personal invitation. Those whose 
names have been obtained from pastors 
or during registration are called person- 
ally. An innovation tried last year was 
the Big Sister-Big Brother system. Names 
were distributed among the chapter 
members for intensive follow-up work 
through friendliness and helpfulness in 
the freshmen’s orientation to university 
life. 

At both large and small schools there 
is often an opportunity during Freshman 
Week for organizations to introduce 
themselves. Make sure that your group is 
represented—and by someone who is 
qualified to make the right kind of pre- 
sentation. 


Smaller groups may not have much 
money to spend on advertising and social 
affairs, And if you decide to try primar- 
ily for Christians, you will not need such 
large-scale activities. But this is no reason 


for doing nothing. A definite attempt 
ought to be made to find the Christians 
and then to get them. One main purpose 
is to find those who will really help to 
re-enforce your campus witness. (An- 
other is to help these Christian frosh— 
in prayer, Bible Study, and fellowship— 
to become more like the people Jesus 
Christ would have them be. Think of 
the people you know who utterly lost 
their effectiveness as witnesses to Christ 
while they were in school, and let that 
inspire you to the work.) 


Small groups will probably rely on 
a bulletin board with attractive, hand- 
made announcements to make them- 
selves known to the student body. Make 
sure that whatever method is used has 
the sanction of authorities, either by 
direct permission or by its being the ac- 
cepted procedure at your school. 


Expenditures for social affairs will be 
limited in the smaller groups. An outing 
with very simple refreshments—and 
perhaps inviting only those already con- 
tacted—may be the extent of your 
group’s social introduction. 


In the small group particularly, fol- 
low-up work should constitute the great- 
est part of the campaign. One group 
which began with two dozen last fall 
was able—mostly by effective personal 
follow-up—to increase to sixty by 
spring. This involved a first growth 
through an effective gathering in of 
Christians and then, as these strength- 
ened their collective campus witness, a 
second growth came—consisting of those 
whom these had brought to Christ, 


Remember, no advertising campaign 
will be 100 per cent effective. Be pre- 
pared for small returns in proportion to 
the outlay expended. But remember, you 
do want to reach and must find a means 
for reaching those who will strengthen 
your witness for Christ—and those 
whom you can strengthen. Some of them 
already know about Inter-Varsity and 
are hoping to find you. Don’t put all the 
burden of the contact upon them—find 
some effective way of letting them know 
who you are and where you are. END 
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Chapter 1:1-2:4 


A STUDY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS—I 


this man Jesus 


Here they are—the studies you asked for! For well over a 
year you readers have asked for expository studies of the Bible more 
frequently than for any other type of article. So His begins with this 
issue a series of such studies on the book of Hebrews—by “‘a lover 
of our Lord.” To get the most out of it, open your Bible to Hebrews 1 
and read along as you follow the comments. 


a have variously surmised the 
Epistle to the Hebrews to have been writ- 
ten by Paul, Barnabas, or others. But the 
authorship is still unknown. 

The date may probably be set with 
some accuracy at about A.D. 65, just 
before the bloody persecutions of Nero. 
Had the epistle been written later, the 
writer could hardly have said, ‘““Ye have 
not yet resisted unto blood.” 

Very obviously the people to whom 
the letter was sent were Jews who had 
professed Christ and had had time to 
become “teachers” (5:12) but were still 
undeveloped babes in Christ, still in need 
of the simple verities of the gospel. 

This epistle is a full picture of Jesus 
Christ, drawn largely from the Old Tes- 
tament. Here is a man, The Man whom 
God wants us to hear and love and obey. 
To us the picture shows quite clearly 
as we study, but we must keep in mind 
that the Jews to whom it was first ad- 
dressed were still under the influence of 
the law and its ritual; to them it was 
possibly not so clear. 

But God wanted it to be very clear to 
them because for them, as for us today, 
a great crisis was approaching; and ere 
it came God wanted them to be fully 
grounded in the Rock, their faith and 
hope placed in just one Person, His own 


Son, And so He inspired the writer to 
pen an epistle that is all about Jesus. 

He begins chapter 1:1 by reminding 
them of the many different ways in 
which He had spoken to their fathers in 
times past, But now all He had ever 
said was summed up in that one word, 
Jesus (vs. 2). 

In the next verses the writer tells us 
what Jesus was and is, to God. And, 
right in the middle of the description of 
the glory Jesus Christ naturally had as 
God’s own Son,’ he inserts the solemn 
fact that He took our place on Calvary 
to put away our sins (9:26). 


God wants us to begin our study there. 
If we do not, we shall not get far. 


And today the Lord Jesus Christ is at 
God’s right hand (1:3) watching you 
as you take up this book and read 
through this article, for He has much 
to reveal and He wants your attention. 

Chapter 1:4-14 tells us about Christ as 
He was revealed in the Old Testament. 

The Hebrews rightly believed in the 
ministry of angels; wonderful messages 
from God had come to them through this 
medium, and some who have walked 
closely with God in this day have testi- 
fied of angel ministry in times of distress 
and danger. 


But God had never said to any angel 
the words we get in Psalm 2:7 (quoted 
here in vs. 5) as spoken to Jesus: ““Thou 
art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee” and “I will be to him a Father, and 
he shall be to me a Son.” Obviously, this 
Jesus was one with “a more excellent 
name” than the angels—His inheritance 
was better than theirs! 


And when God brought that ‘‘First 
Begotten into the world” on the first | 
Christmas, He sent out a divine com- 
mand for all angels to worship Him (vs. 
6). God’s angels knew the blessedness 
of carrying out those commands (Psalm 
103:20-21) in flaming service—unseen 
by men (vs. 7) but very real, But the 
Son was God upon a throne (vs. 8). God 
Himself calls Him that, and because He ~ 
put right as the governing factor in His | 
own life and the lives of those He ruled, 
God poured out on Him a special meas- 
ure of joy and gladness (vs. 9; Psalm 56: 
6-7), a gladness that was deeply seated 
in the heart of our Lord Jesus when He 
said prophetically, ‘“Lo, I come: I delight 
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
is within my heart’’ (Psalm 40:7-8). 


Then when God tells us about mak- 
ing heaven and earth (vs. 10; Psalm 
102:25-27) He is still speaking about 

(Continued on page 28, column 3) 
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When the conference is first announced, you'll 
be tempted to sit back and relax, figuring that 
all the work is up to the executive committee, 
anyhow. Put the interim to good use—begin to 
pray about the conference . . . for yourself and 
for your friends. If you can meet together with 
other Christian students in united prayer, God 
will greatly bless. And once the Big Day ar- 
rives you can still play an active part in making 
it a real success. Here’s how: 


Begin now to make friends with those students for 
whom God has given you some concern, so you'll be 
able to invite them to the conference when the time 
Tere 
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Look around you——there should be at least 
one student who could come as your per- 
sonal guest. 


Perhaps you can go by private 
cgr; maybe train service is hand- 
ier. You might even use a 
motorcycle, as this resourceful 
duo did! 









Getting to the conference grounds may be 
a problem. If there are enough of you, char- 
ter a bus—that insures fun enroute! 






When you have arrived, be sure your new 
friends meet other students from your own 
school as well as those from other colleges. 
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Casual Bible studies will afford excellent 
opportunities for coming to grips with the 
Word of God. You should plan to take 
an intelligent part in these, not be merely 
a receiver, 


‘Quiet time"’ in the morning can be a bless- 
ing if you come prepared by prayer. Some 
students may have trouble with this part— 
perhaps you can help. 


informal study groups on campus problems 
should be the responsibility of every Christian 
student. Come ready to think through your prob- 
lems and to help other students with theirs. 


Your participation in informal games will help 
everyone feel at home and to relax receptively. 
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There will be a good supply of Inter-Varsity 
books available. Plan to get a few of those 
which promise to be most helpful during 
the coming year. 
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At the larger meetings, speakers will chal- ( 
lenge you to go on with the Lord. Open your 

heart to the commands of God and be willing I 

to obey as He makes them known to you. s 
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Staff members and other leaders will be 
there to help you with any personal ques- 
tions you may have. Take time to consult 
them now—they may not reach your parti- 
cular campus for some months. 
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One Lord to One World 


—= CENTURIES before Wendell 
Willkie, world traveler, wrote One 
World, Paul, world traveler and mission- 
ary, penned the phrase “One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” The chronological 
relation of these two great phrases is no 
accident. A world truly one could not be 
hoped for until “One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism” should grip the hearts of 
its inhabitants. 


If we are to avoid disillusionment in 
this hope, however, we must bear in 
mind that there are two senses in which 
we may speak of One World. In an ex- 
ternal sense our world is fast becoming 
one. The external modes of togetherness 
have made such rapid gains through 
scientific and technological advances, 
that our world is one whether we like it 
or not. But we have obviously not made 
corresponding progress in fellowship. 
And it is the internal modes of together- 
ness which determine, after all, whether 
men shall live in peace or destroy them- 
selves. 


It is the task of science to create and 
enlarge the external means of bringing 
people together. It is the task of the 
church to confront people with the truth 
about themselves (their incapacity apart 
from God to live together), and so to 
transform human life through Christ 
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by Arden Almquist 


that the increasing togetherness enforced 
by science actually becomes a fellowship 
under God. To hope for One World in 
the larger sense without recognizing one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism is to pre- 
dispose mankind to despair. 


It follows, then, that the primary ef- 
fort of the church is its missionary pro- 
gram. Only through World Missions 
does the gospel reach men throughout 
the world. Unfortunately, to a great 
many people, Christians included, the 
priority of missions is not so readily rec- 
ognized, For one reason or another they 
find many objections to missions. We 
must try in the first place, then, to meet 
these objections: 


Much of the objection to missions 
stems from ignorance of its methods and 
purpose. There are still people who cher- 
ish the caricature of a missionary as a 
stern joy-killer whose chief mission in 
life is to get naked savages to put on 
clothes. For others, missionary activity 
is simply the extension to foreign shores 
of the competition of warring sects. Still 
others see in Missions an attempt to im- 
pose one form of civilization upon an- 
other, 


The question is frequently raised— 
and rhetorically it always carries an omi- 
nous note of self-vindication—‘Has 





Christianity the moral right to supplant 
other ethnic faiths?’’ Back of the ques- 
tion is a confusion of human with cul- 
tural rights. One can reply that it was 
once alien to every ethnological element 
that now makes up our own Western 
civilization. Or one can ask, in return, 
how Americans, who uphold the com- 
petitive way of life, can find it so incon- 
gruent for their faith to compete where 
their industrial products compete to such 
advantage! To deny that right by crying 
“Imposition!” is to repudiate democ- 
racy. It is to carry the insistence that 
values are relative to the point where that 
relativity is itself made absolute—a 
ridiculous paradox. It is to deny utterly 
that one way of life may actually be the 
best way. Christ has a disconcerting way 
of so transforming both persons and 
societies of various cultures that it ap- 
pears that He was “meant” for that par- 
ticular culture all along! The results of 
the gospel everywhere give it the sanc- 
tion of having an ultimate character. 
The claims of Christ are vindicated alike 
in history and in contemporary experi- 
ence, 

Even the anti-religious find themselves 
approving the results of missions (which 
to the evangelical Christian are, after all, 
only secondary) : the rise of standards of 
living; improvements in agriculture, in- 








dustry, education, health; the expe- 
diting of legal reforms toward greater 
justice, greater efficiency in local govern- 
ment; greater conscientiousness, increas- 
ing regard for truth and honesty; a new 
spirit of freedom; increased creativity in 
music and literature, etc. To dismiss as 
imposition the freeing of people from 
fear, superstition, the debasement atten- 
dant upon idolatry, and the denial of 
basic human rights when these non- 
Christian cultures are openly begging us 
to send them missionaries is ludicrous, to 
say the least. 


Some people oppose missions by say- 
ing that they are the expression of a su- 
periority complex of the missionary. In 
the true Christian, however, the belief 
that the Way to which he has given alle- 
giance is superior to other ways is in no 
sense an expression of his own personal 
superiority over other persons. Rather, in 
those most universally recognized as true 
saints of the Church (Paul and St. Fran- 
cis, e.g.) there is the keenest sense of 
inadequacy. No, the missionary is shar- 
ing a discovery with a fellow man. We 
ptaise the scientist for publishing dis- 
coveries that make it easier for us to 
live. Are we to condemn a man who from 
inward compulsion shares with the 
world a discovery of Eternal Life 
through Christ? The missionary pro- 
claims the gospel for the same reason he 
encourages vaccine—because of what it 
has done for him. 

Much criticism comes from a false 
understanding of tolerance. The much- 
bandied-about cliché “Each man has a 
right to his own view” does not survive 
analysis, When Adolf Hitlet’s “right to 
his own view” threatened the world on 
a grand scale, we destroyed him. If a 
view is wrong by the best tests of truth 
we know, to speak of “rights” is to sub- 
scribe to an individualism that takes no 
cognizance of men’s being bound each 
to each. The point is: Either God is or 
He is not, Either Jesus is what He 
claimed to be, or He isn’t. If God is and 
Christ is what He claimed to be—the 
Son of God and Saviour of the world— 
that is tremendous news; and to dodge 


the issue by hiding behind the word #ol- 
erance is a terrible tragedy. 

A great many people who talk of free- 
dom of religion are really upholding a 
pious indifference. Tolerance is not iden- 
tical with blurring life-and-death dis- 
tinctions. In Christ, God confronts man 
with an either/or. Without Him as the 
center of reference for every person 
and culture, there can be no One World. 
To refuse, then, in the name of “toler- 
ance,” to further the gospel of Christ, is 
to be derelict in one’s duties not only as 
a Christian, but also as a world citizen. 

* . . 

Having tried to meet some of the ob- 
jections to world missions on the part of 
those who stand outside the movement, 
it is mecessary in the second place to re- 
examine contemporary missionary effort 
from a position within it. 

First, it is no longer tenable to speak 
of “foreign missions.’ This is to divide 
the world on a pre-United Nations basis. 
It is to foster a sense of separation in- 
compatible with our message. When one 
says “foreign,” he thinks of himself as 
“here’’ and someone else as ‘‘there.’” In 
One World, space is reduced to time. 


Also, it is difficult to avoid thinking 
thoughts of one’s own superiority when 
speaking the word foreign. And too 
often, giving to ‘‘foreign’’ missions car- 
ries an unhealthy sense of charity with 
it. On the field itself this becomes a 
paternalism that keeps mission stations 
in a state of infant dependence long after 
they should be indigenous and self-sup- 
porting. Further, let the individual mis- 
sionary identify himself more closely 
with the native. There is no room for 
ptide of ancestry in one who presents 
the Galilean to people, whatever their 
race. It is important that the missionary 
never appear to be an emissary of Ameri- 
can imperialism. What is needed are 
lives transformed by Christ, not markets 
for American goods. 

Might it not be well also to re-activate 
a principle adhered to by the early Chris- 
tian Church and stated by Christ in the 
words: “And whosoever will not receive 
you, nor hear your words, when ye de- 


part out of that house or city, shake the 
dust from off your feet” (Matthew 10: 
14)? 

Likewise untenable is an accent on | 
sectarian trademarks. It is unavoidable | 
that we transplant features of our own | 
denomination abroad, but these must 
never be permitted to confuse the native 
about central things or to militate against 
the basic unity that binds Christians to- 
gether. The record of missionaries in 
this respect is much better than that of 
our churches at home. As a whole, fun- 
damental unity is far more real on mis- 
sion fields than on our American church 
scene. But evangelical groups could 
achieve greater efficiency, and materially 
reduce overhead by more extensive co- 
operation, The backwash of such unifica- 
tion would mean greater oneness of the 
body of Christ at home and a healing of 
many schisms which no longer have any 
real reason for being. 

World Missions means also that the 
false Western division between the per- 
sonal and social must disappear. The 
gospel holds both in a dynamic equilib- 
rium, “Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this, to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world” (James 1:17). World Mis- 
sions must include a recognition that 
social humanitarianism which forgets the 
atoning work of Christ is anemic and 
without redemptive power, and personal 
salvation without a passion for social 
transformation is a travesty on the Chris- 
tian Message. 

Another unreal division—that be- 
tween evangelism and education—must 
also go. The Kingdom is both a treasure 
for which a man immediately sells all he 
owns, and a candle set on a hill to lighten 
those around. Methods are but a means 
to an end, and we must both evangelize 
and educate to meet the end, which is 
making sturdy Christians. 

World Missions must mean a com- 
plete program. The training of evangel- 
ists, teachers, agricultural experts, jour- 
nalists, medical doctors, musicians, etc. 
must go on apace. In addition, it is time 

(Continued on page 28, column 1) 
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; NUMBER OF PEOPLE contributed to- 


ward my conversion. One of the most 
influential, though, was a soft-spoken 
chap in our neighborhood who never 
once spoke to me directly about my need 
of Christ. He seldom talked about any- 
thing, and yet everybody in the com- 
munity knew him as the most significant 
Christian for miles around. 

The reason was quite simple. Denied 
the gift of easy speech, he demonstrated 
his convictions instead of talking about 
them. 

Once he was asked to lead a discussion 
at our local church youth meeting. Poor 
fellow, he blushed continuously through- 
out the service. And, at best, his com- 
ments were stammered only slightly 
above a whisper. Not very effective. He 
probably didn’t get a good night's sleep 
for two days after the ordeal, and I sup- 
pose he missed a good many more pre- 
ceding it. 

But he daily walked as a living epistle 
people about him could see and read, 
soberly. 

Many Christians are that way. Tight- 
tongued, they think their testimonies 
don’t count for much and perhaps the 
Lord might as well mark them up as dead 
assets. Far from it. The fact of the mat- 
ter is that most of the witnessing we do 
for the Lord has to be quiet witnessing. 
So if you are a bit on the shy side, take 
heart. Your shyness may be a boon to 
your spiritual fortunes. 

I think you’ll agree that, at its best, 
a Christian testimony combines happy 
living with the mellow luster of a vital 
walk with God. 

All right, suppose you are plagued 
with a Milquetoast personality, Then an- 
swer this. How can one best show those 
about him that he’s happy with life and 
the Lord? By shouting it from the house- 
tops? Hardly. 

Take some rather loquacious Christian 
of your acquaintance as an example. Sure, 
he speaks audibly for the Lord more often 
than you do. Granted. The point is this. 
How often, during a normal day, does 
he have a chance to get alone with some 
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You don’t have to 


SHOUT! 


by Ken Anderson 





unsaved person and point him to Christ ? 
And, for that matter, in the course of a 
normal day, how many times does he get 
opportunity to voice his spiritual convic- 
tions to anyone? 


You will discover that even the most 
fluent Christian depends on his day-by- 
day conduct as his chief testimony before 
his fellow-men. Right? 


How, then, can you use your timorous 
ways as a potent means toward a vitally 
important end? I think the answer is 
quite simple. 

You notice a number of things about 
the people you rub elbows with every 
day. Chief among these, though, are 
their facial expressions, their attitudes 
toward various kinds of people, and their 
reactions to different emotional and in- 
tellectual stimuli. Sometimes—but not 
always—some of this is expressed 
vocally, 

People notice the same things about 
you. In a nutshell, they learn to know you 
by the way you respond to the sorts of 


things which bring responses in them. 

And how does this make it possible 
for you to bear a consistent witness to the 
Lord? Let me tell you about Beth. 

Beth attended a non-Christian college. 
Shy, she expected all sorts of difficulty. 
And to add to her fears, she was not 
blessed with any unusual endowment of 
physical beauty. It looked as though she 
would have a dreary time of it at college. 

But from the outset, she carefully ob- 
served a sturdy devotional life. At first, 
this was her only haven from the bustling 
campus, 


Then, little by little, she became more 
accustomed to her surroundings, Girls 
who had looked askance at her when 
they learned she had such antiquated pos- 
sessions as a Bible and books of devo- 
tional matter in her room, began to get 
interested. They thought she was going 
to be a woman preacher. Instead, she 
went quietly about her work, serene in 
the confidence of a steadfast faith. And 
quietly she blazed the trail in several 

(Continued on page 32, column 3) 











Doors and Adversaries 


by Wilbur M. Smith 


A. PAUL CAME to the end of his first 
letter to the church at Corinth he wrote, 
of his work at Ephesus: ‘‘a wide door for 
effective work has been opened to me, 
and there are many adversaries’ (I Co- 
rinthians 16:8-9, ARV). The same thing 
may be said of the work of Christ today. 

When Paul was in prison at Philippi 
—a strange place for one who had heard 


24 


a divine call, “Come over into Mace- 
donia and help us”—a midnight earth- 
quake shook that part of the city, his 
chains were loosened, and the doors 
flew open. The earthquakes that are oc- 
curring today ia political, economic, and 
intellectual spheres are, in part, respon- 
sible for the amazing opportunities for 
Christian service——the doors opened. 


Sober-Mindedness is a Door 


First of all, men today are very sober- | 


minded. The age is gone when man 
thought that he would soon bring in a 
millennium of peace and prosperity; this 
unjustified, silly optimism has been re- 
placed by downright earnest concern, 
even fear, and a new determination to 
gtapple with the deeper problems of life. 

Military expert Liddell Hart begins 
his new book The Revolution in War. 
fare, thus: “How strange appears today 
the state of optimism about human prog- 
tess which prevailed in the last century. 
It reached its zenith when the Great Ex- 
hibition of 1851 opened in the Crystal 
Palace and was hailed as the inaugura- 
tion of a golden age of ever-widening 
peaceful prosperity assured by scientific 
and technical progress, That dream has 
changed into a nightmare.” 

In this serious mood, many of our 
leaders are even talking about sin, and 
saying that what men need today is an 
experience of regeneration. In the Bul- 
letin of Atomic Scientists (March, 1948) 
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Professor 
of Physics and Director of the Institute 
for Advanced Study at Princeton, re- 
cently made this amazing statement: 
“Despite the vision and the farseeing 
wisdom of our wartime heads of state, 
the physicists felt a peculiarly intimate 
responsibility for suggesting, for sup- 
porting, and in the end, in large measure, 
for achieving the realization of atomic 
weapons. Nor can we forget that these 
weapons, as they were in fact used, 
dramatized so mercilessly the inhuman- 
ity and evil of modern war. In some sort 
of crude sense which no vulgarity, no 
humor, no overstatement can quite extin- 
guish, the physicists have known sin; 
and this is a knowledge which they can- 
not lose.” David Lawrence immediately 
after the dropping of the atomic bomb 
declared, “Only by a spiritual renais- 
sance can we mobilize the mightiest force 
in the world—moral force.” Even Pro- 
fessor J.B.S. Haldane, definitely not a 
Christian, recently remarked, “Our im- 
mediate task is the remodeling of human 
society” (Atlantic Monthly, Match, 
1947, p. 45). 
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{ Biblical Phrases Are a Door 

| The atomic bomb has driven men in 
a very strange way to the use of biblical 
phrases, Dr. Louis N. Ridenour, nuclear 
physicist, called his famous playlet 
“Pilot Lights of the Apocalypse.” Mr. 
John M. McCullough, after witnessing 
two atomic bomb tests at Bikini, titled 
an article “Atomic Energy for War, New 
Beast of the Apocalypse.” 


Dr. Frederick L. Schuman, Woodrow 
Wilson Professor of Government in 
Williams College, in his Soviet Politics 
at Home and Abroad, wrote “Bolshe- 
vism is not the beast of Revelation, as 
many outraged Christians and capitalists 
long assumed. But the atomic bomb al- 
ready recalls the fire of wrath poured out 
by the fourth angel: ‘and power was 
given unto him to scorch men with fire. 
And men were scorched with great heat, 
and blasphemed the name of God, which 
hath power of these plagues: and they 
repented not to give him glory.’ Atomic 
energy promises a new epoch of abun- 
dance for all, but its immediate impact 
confirms the fears of Tertullian, who pre- 
dicted that wicked angels in bringing tu 
man knowledge of the elements would 
bring woe along with wisdom. In Old 
Mexico, the site of the test explosion of 
the first atomic bomb was called the 
‘Journey of Death.’ Nuclear fission sug- 
gests less the conversion of the earth into 
a paradise than the opening of the sixth 
seal of the last judgment, when ‘there 
Was a great earthquake; and the sun be- 
came black as sackcloth of hair; and the 
moon became as blood.’ ” 


An article by Dr. Wesner Fallaw in 
the Christian Century was called 
“Atomic Apocalypse.” The brilliant 
French writer, Denis de Rougemont, en- 
titled his last book The Last Trump, and 
toward the end of the volume he inserted 
this phrase in significant context: ‘The 
bitterness of dying also springs from the 
thought of missing the next installment 
of history. That is perhaps why the very 
first Christians, if it is true that they be- 
lieved in imminent judgment, died glad- 
ly under the reign of the Nazis of the 
time. St. Paul wrote to the faithful in 


HIS, OCTOBER, 1948 


Corinth: ‘Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump.’ Then, do 
you know what the Greek text says where 
the French translation reads ‘in an in- 
stant’? It says—en atomo—in an atom.” 

Dr. Henry Norris Russell concludes 
his article on “Some Ethical Aspects of 
Atomic Energy” with these words: “One 
cannot but recall Isaiah’s description of 
his own times: ‘And in that day did the 
Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and 
to mourning, and to baldness, and to 
gitding with sackcloth: and behold... 
slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating 
flesh, and drinking wine; let us eat and 
drink, for tomorrow we shall die.’ But 
we may still see with our eyes, and hear 
with our ears, and understand with our 
hearts, and be healed.” 


Professor Hugh Miller (University of 
California at Los Angeles) concludes his 
six-hundred-page Historical Introduc- 
tion to Modern Philosophy thus: ‘‘There 
lies ahead of man a heaven that shames 
all prophecy, that heaven or annihila- 
tion is his destiny. Philosophy in this way 
finally returns to the deeper truth of re- 
ligion such as that of the New Testa- 
ment, or of art when it points to a mercy 
and love which is the deeper fount of all 
justice.” Statements like these show that 
it is time for Christian students to make 
bold to confess the fountain of all love, 
the heart of God, and the demonstration 
of that love in the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Religious Books Are a Doer 

It is amazing how much attention is 
being given today to religious literature, 
and what a profound interest is being 
manifested among young people for the 
right kind of books. Publisher's Weekly 
for February 14 is devoted entirely to re- 
ligious books, and perhaps, not in thirty 
years have so many important new reli- 
gious books been announced at one time 
as appear in the 125 pages of this stand- 
ard organ of the book trade. Since when 
in this country has a defender of the 
faith received a $5000 award for a work 
in apologetics, as the Eerdmans Com- 


pany recently gave Dr. Edward Carnell ? 
A year or two ago a book on prayer (re- 
tailing at $3.75) sold over 100,000 
copies in the first six months. The enor- 
mous editions of Peace of Mind indicate 
that men everywhere are hungering for 
literature to guide them in these troubled 
days. 

Some Signs of Opening Doors 

In addition to these indications, there 
are manifestations here and there of a 
willingness to hear the gospel—a yearn- 
ing for something which science and 
philosophy and literature and art can 
never satisfy—and here and there, tokens 
of real revival. Calvin Chao of the Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship of China tells that 
in Peiping and Nanking last year, he 
often spoke to one and sometimes two 
thousand university students every night 
for a week and that on some occasions 
more than one hundred came forward 
and knelt, publicly accepting the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We do not have that in this country 
as yet. But there are good signs here. 
Recently an outstanding youth evangelist 
saw five hundred young people receive 
Christ in one week of meetings. Twenty 
to forty men and women receive Christ 
as Saviour every week in a Sunday af- 
ternoon meeting in Long Beach, Califor- 
nia, All across the nation groups of 
Christian students hold daily prayer 
meetings, 

Jewish university students seem es- 
pecially open to the gospel just at this 
time, and men who know university au- 
diences are the ones who bear witness 
to this gracious reality. 

Certainly doors are opening. The very 
mood of young people today is one in 
which the gospel can be proclaimed. 
Bat There Are Adversaries: 


Communism 
With all these open doors, there are 


antagonisms which will probably grow 
increasingly powerful. First of all—and 
let us not grow weary of warning people 
of its frightful implications— commun- 
ism, godless, Christ-hating, heaven-de- 
nying, satanically-energized, commun- 
ism is proving perhaps the most power- 
ful foe the Christian church has known 








since the persecution in the Roman Em- 
pire 1600 years ago. Every time we read 
of some new area coming under the 
power of communism, we must recog- 
nize that millions more will not—unless 
there are some tremendous convulsions 
on this earth—hear the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, How to penetrate that 
iron curtain, how to break through that 
wall of dialectical materialism, is per- 
haps as great a problem as the Christian 
church has confronted since the Refor- 
mation. Early this year the Soviet Union 
established the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
as the supreme clearing house for all con- 
tacts with the outside world. This deci- 
sion means the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
will handle all relations between for- 
eigners and Soviet institutions except 
those regarding everyday needs of for- 
eigners inside Russia. This, of course, 
means that it will be almost impossible 
for any one in Russia to contact the great 
Christian bodies outside of their geogra- 
phical boundaries. 

UNESCO 

A second powerful enemy, and one 
that is going to grow increasingly power- 
ful, is the pagan program of UNESCO. 
You can be downright sure that a pro- 
gram for world education which the un- 
believing directors are attempting to 
make palatable to Hindu, Moslem, Shin- 
toist, Buddhist, Jew, and Christian alike, 
will have little time for the Bible and 
will repudiate Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. 

In the index to Fundamental Educa- 
tion, Common Ground for All People: 
Report of a Special Committee to the Pre- 
paratory Commission of the United Na- 
tions, Educational, Scientific, and Cultur- 
al Organization, Paris, 1946 (Macmil- 
lan, 1947), one looks in vain for the 
name of God, or Christ, or even a refer- 
ence to the Bible or Jesus or Christianity. 
There are references to many modern 
books on science, philosophy, religion, 
socialism, etc., and even to Buddhism, 
and to Buddhist literature. Strange that 
in a book on world education Buddhism 
should come in for a kind word, but not 
Christianity. Take this sentence: “Islam, 
Confucianism, and Buddhism possess a 


living moral force which popular educa- 
tion must take into account” (p. 150). 
Does this book mean there is no moral 
force in Christianity? Watch this 
UNESCO program, as the United Na- 
tions grows increasingly powerful. Most 
of our educational programs will be 
forced to conform to the basic paganism 
of the UNESCO program, and will train 
our students accordingly. 

The Supreme Court verdict that reli- 
gion can no longer be taught in our pub- 
lic schools is about the most terrible pub- 
lic pronouncement this country has 
known. An announcement that we must 
go to war would be far less tragic. We 
can pray to God for help in defending 
our land, but no one can pray to God 
for help in supporting this kind of an 
enactment. This is officially bowing God 
out of our land, This is, as a famous 
preacher in New York said recently, 
“the greatest victory for paganism our 
country has ever known.” God help these 
millions and millions of children who 
now will not hear the Word of God 
read, or a prayer offered, or the truth as 
taught by Christ, and in the fact that the 
Son of God once came to earth, taught, 
died, and rose again. 


World Religion 

A fourth powerful enemy is this desire 
for a world religion, advocated not only 
by UNESCO, but by a host of the intellec- 
tuals, including Dr. Ralph Barton Perry 
and Professor Hocking, of Harvard, Dr. 
Ralph Tyler Flewelling, Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Southern 
California, etc. Such a world religion 
will never give preeminence to Christ. 
Such a world religion will not call men 
to Calvary. Such a world religion will not 
say that “‘there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” This world religion will 
not talk about judgment to come. Be- 
cause it ignores or denies these truths it 
will be a false religion. It will not only 
fight the true Christian religion, as such, 
but it will also deceive millions into be- 
lieving they have something that satis- 
fies God, and to break through that per- 
suasion will take nothing less than the 
very power of the omnipotent Creator. 


What Shall We Do? 
Several things, First of all, we shall 


go back to the Word of God, to be satur- | 
ated once again with its eternal truths, to | 


be newly persuaded of the finality of the 
salvation which it offers in Jesus Christ. 
If we are to stand fast in the faith, we 
must keep in that faith. If we are to be 
increasingly surrounded with antagon- 
istic principalities and powers in an evil 
day, we must take this Sword of the 
Spirit and keep it sharp and available. 

Secondly, we must each seek anew the 
will of God. When we hear of the thou- 
sands of students in China coming night 
after night to hear about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we’must ask ourselves, ‘And why 
aren’t we doing the same in this coun- 
try? Are there no men in this country 
to draw one thousand students at a uni- 
versity to hear about Christ? If not, 
there certainly ought to be, and we must 
pray that there will be, and perhaps some 
of those praying may be the ones whom 
God sends.” Certainly God has ways of 
defeating these powerful adversaries and 
penetrating these iron curtains. We must 
seek His will and be often in prayer, un- 
til God tells us what to do, what to say, 
what to write, where to go, and when to 
go. 

Finally, we must be possessed with 
new boldness; Paul prayed for this even 
at the end of his life. When describing 
the armor for a Christian in the evil day 
he asked that the Christians pray “for 
me, that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly.” 
This is exactly what the Apostles prayed 
for after their first persecution, and this 
is what we need—a deeper knowledge 
of the Word, a truer understanding of 
the will of God for this particular day, 
and boldness in our obedience to that 
will and in making Christ known. If 
there are adversaries we must remember 


that Christ defeated our supreme adver- | 


sary, and that we may also live in victory 
over him; for, as St. John said at the end 
of the century to the young people of 
his day, “I have written unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong, and the word 
of God abideth in you, and ye have over- 
come the evil one’”’ (I John 2:14b). END 
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a NOT THE TYPE,” he said, when I 
asked him if he had ever thought about 
being a missionary. 

That set me thinking. Is there a mis- 
sionaty type? I thought of the mission- 
aties I know—the big ones, the little 
ones; the young ones, the old ones; the 
emotional ones, the reserved ones; the 
black-stockinged ones, the ‘‘new look” 
ones—and it didn’t seem to me that 
there was a “missionary type.” 

But then I tried to think of qualities 
they all have. And two of them stand out 
clearly. 


missionaries 
must 


laugh 


The first is a sense of humor. Mission- 
aries must laugh. 

Any long-time missionary has lived 
through many occasions when he knew he 
must either laugh or cry; and for one 
who is to last in the service, laughter 
is best. 

I remember, for instance, an earnest 
and courageous young missionary who 
was interrupted when he started to 
preach. A group of Telegu scholars be- 
gan loudly reciting Sanskrit classics, ask- 
ing at the end of each selection, ‘Have 
you heard that?” As neither he nor his 
congregation knew Sanskrit, the recita- 
tion had no purpose except to expose 
their ignorance. Finally the missionary, 
realizing that the Telegu scholars knew 
little English, began countering each reci- 
tation of theirs with the question, “Have 
you heard this great English classic?” He 
would then give a solemn and impressive 
recitation of a few lines from Mother 
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Goose. The result was that the scholars, 
unwilling to have their own ignorance 
exposed, retired in discomfiture, leaving 
him to go on with his preaching. His 
sense of humor saved him. 

Someone has intelligence defined as 
the ability to adjust oneself to a new situ- 
ation. That’s another trait missionaries 
have in common. They have to make 
themselves at home in a foreign land; 
they have to /ike it. How can a worker 
understand the native people and cus- 
toms if he is determined not to like 
them? A new recruit, going out with an 


by Grace Vernon 


experienced worker and a Bible woman, 
noticed that the older missionary carried 
a bundle tied in a knotted cloth—her 
lunch of curry and rice and bananas, a 
duplicate of what the Bible woman car- 
ried. Looking down at her carefully 
packaged American lunch, the young 
missionary remarked, ‘‘I’m afraid I’m 
not a real missionary yet.” 

I have never yet met a successful mis- 
sionary who lacked the ability to make 
friends of the native people. One day in 
South India, I went out to meet a ricksha 
which was bearing an elderly missionary 
who was very ill. I helped her to her 
room, put her to bed, and sent an ayya 
to her with a cup of malted milk. Then 
I warned her missionary friends, who 
had been eagerly waiting to see her, that 
they must wait until she had rested. As 
I passed her room a few minutes later, 
however, I heard the sound of hearty 
laughter. Looking in, I saw her sur- 


rounded by a group of Indian friends— 
the ayya who had brought her the malted 
milk, two Bible women, and our cook’s 
wife. Her face was alight with happiness; 
at that moment no one would have be- 
lieved her ill. ““You see, I am at home 
already,” she said gaily. 

To an increasing extent, the most suc- 
cessful missionaries are highly educated 
people. After centuries of illiteracy, 
humble people all over the world have 
awakened to a great hunger for learning. 
A learned person is so highly esteemed 
that his influence is almost beyond belief. 
In India, for example, a congregation of 
common folk, many of them not able to 
read or write, will listen closely and 
thoughtfully to a long address. Again 
and again, coming upon a group of 
coolies talking together, I was surprised 
to find them discussing some philosoph- 
ical problem. A young man, after a hard 
day’s work, will sit on the mud floor by 
a glimmering candle learning to read— 
and will not tire till day begins to dawn. 

The missionary’s progress across the 
compound will be broken by inquiries: 
“What is this word?” “Have I been pro- 
nouncing this right?” “Is there any way 
I could manage to go to school ?” 

At the University of California I met 
a fine young Indian woman who had just 
returned from a visit to her home. “Was 
it changed?” I asked. 

“Oh, yes, greatly,” she said. “Every- 
body is studying something. My old 
grandmother takes a newspaper—and 
actually reads it! When I got home 
people crowded around me, asking ques- 
tions—and the first thing I knew I was 
teaching the cook his English alphabet !”’ 

The basic characteristic of successful 
missionaries is, of course, their conscious- 
ness of the reality of Christian experience 
and their profound desire for the spread 
of the gospel. If they add to this the abil- 
ity to see the funny side and to be at 
home anywhere God calls them, they are 
the “missionary type’—no matter how 
different they may be from other mission- 
aries in other regards. END 
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One Lord to One World 
(Continued from page 22) 

that we sent Christian families abroad 
to live the Christ-redeemed life in every 
corner of the globe—people not engaged 
in formal missions as such, but earning a 
living in some fashion like those about 
them. 

We cannot be content with anything 
less than a unified attack on every front 
—social, economic, political, educa- 
tional, and scientific. We must have mis- 
sionaries whose sole task is to go to the 
Communist party in America. Let there 
be a board of World Missions with a 
“Department of Missions to the C.I.0.”’! 
Jesus appealed to the laborer: “Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” Let us 
also send missionaries to the manufac- 
turers of our land, most of whom—in all 
their wealth—are losing their souls, Let 
there be a “Department of Missions to 
the Legislators,” including the Congress 
and State assemblies. Let missionaries 
move among the delegates to the United 
Nations. The need for Christian motiva- 
tion at its deliberations has been repeat- 
edly manifest. Dishonesty, subterfuge, 
and lack of trust among nations will not 
disappear without reckoning with God. 

World Missions must also include a 
section whose specialty is students. Many 
students content themselves with a pre- 
sentation of Christ that doesn’t meet 
them where they are. On the other hand, 
too many students in a spirit of pseudo- 
sophistication dismiss Christ as insignifi- 
cant; they ate encouraged in this by 
teachers who, though proud of their in- 
tellectual honesty, have not read the 
Bible or a representative piece of the best 
in Christian literature in twenty years! 
Let every campus be infiltrated by 
well-educated missionaries, teachers in 
science, art, history, etc. who take their 
position with a sense of destiny and will 
not hesitate to speak their Christian 
mind. Let our churches send their ablest 
men to university churches. From our 
campuses will come tomorrow’s leaders. 
This is the place of Inter-Varsity—an 
even bigger place than it now holds. 

World Missions need to be ready to 


change methods quickly. The symbols 
and patterns by which men learn truth 
change, and a presentation of the gospel 
too closely related to declining patterns 
will be rejected. The missionary must 
transcend his own time. He must there- 
fore know the religious books of the 
people to whom he comes, as well as his 
own Scriptures. 

Finally, World Missions must be cer- 
tain of motivation. The desire to relieve 
suffering and poverty, to correct immoral 
conditions, to ‘‘do good for those poor 
people,” is in danger of being an expres- 
sion of human egoism, however refined. 
Let us be on certain ground. We cannot 
do better than to say with Paul: “The 
love of Christ constraineth us.” 

In all our efforts to bring Christ to 
One World, we shall be sustained by His 
promise: “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world’’ (Matthew 
28:20). END 


ATER IER A RELI 9 CE tS 
Soft Christians 
(Continued from page 4) 

James 1:13-15 furnishes a basis for a 
lengthy study of the whole subject of 
temptation that would throw much light 
on this matter of self-indulgence. But 
briefly, it is evident from the language 
that again a figure of speech is being 
used. It compares temptation to an en- 
ticement to sexual adventure. Good- 
speed’s version words it thus: “When 
anyone is tempted, it is by his own de- 
sires that he is enticed and allured.”” Who 
is the enticer, this soft, lovely thing that 
would allure us? Obviously these same 
pleasant desires that soft Christians look 
tenderly upon. Who is the enticed? He 
is not mentioned, but a little considera- 
tion will suggest that he is our will, our 
consent. When desire wins our will to 
its way, the union results in sin, Are all 
desires then evil? Obviously not. The 
desire for food, the desire to be well 
thought of, the sex desire are not in 
themselves evil. Notice the language: 
they are evil when they draw us away. 
Away from what or whom? From God 
and His will. 

Here then is the test. This pleasant 
desire, this natural desire that would be 





so natural and pleasant to indulge—does P 


it lead away from God and His way? If 
so, it is a street woman. Surrender to 
this desire will mean sin. No matter if | 
it is pleasant, or easy to indulge, or pop- 
ular, or natural. It leads away from God. 
It must not softly be indulged. Every 
verse in the Bible that condemns sin 
thunders this warning, for obviously 
every sin, according to James, rises from 
indulgence of desires that lead away from 
God. Soft indulgence is thus always flab- 
by and either potentially or actually sin- 
ful. We must, if we would live the 
Christian life, learn to say no to our- 
selves. 

And after all, is this requirement of 
self-denial so hard, so strange? In human 
love we easily understand and acquiesce 
in it. If we love some one who violently 
detests gardenia perfume, farewell such 
perfume forever, We deny ourselves for 
the sake of the one we love. Self-denial 
is simply the hard side of our love of 
God. Consider what Christ denied Him- 
self in coming to save us. Can we com- 
plain about our small self-denials? Paul 
said he counted all that he had given up 
but dung in comparison to what he 
gained, Can we feel less? We shall bear 
either the yoke of Christ or the yoke of 
self-indulgence, which, though at first it 
seems velvet-soft and feather-light, final- 
ly becomes the weight that sinks us out 
of the presence of God. But our Saviour 
said: ‘“‘My yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” His love and grace can give us 
strength to deny self, to say no to alluring 
desires, to be tough, not soft. END 





This Man Jesus 
(Continued from page 16) 

Jesus as Creator, and this is the fact He 
wants us to get: Things, many things, 
that seem so stable now, will be folded 
up like a garment, and put away, but 
Jesus Christ remains, forever the same 
(vs. 11-12). It is worth knowing about 
Him then, isn’t it? 

When our Lord had been crucified to 
put away sin and had risen from the 
dead, He was received up into Heaven 
(Luke 24:50-52) and the Father said 
to Him, “Sit thou at my right hand.” We 
know this fact from vs. 13 and from 
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Psalm 110:1, a Psalm our Lord quoted as 
of Himself (Matt. 22:44). We who be- 
lieve on Him are the inheritors of the 
salvation He wrought, and from His 
place at God’s right hand, He sends His 
angels to serve even us (vs, 14)! 

Such is the picture of our Lord Jesus 
as taken from the Old Testament book 
of Psalms: the Conqueror of sin (vs. 3), 
the Son of God the Father (vs. 5), the 
object of the angels’ worship (vs. 6), 
God upon His throne (vs. 8), One who 
loves right and is anointed with gladness 
(vs. 9), Maker of heaven and earth (vs. 
10), the never changing One who will 
never pass away (vs. 12), the One seated 
at God’s right hand and thinking of us 
(vs, 13-14). 

Chapter 2:1-4 gives us the practical 
application of this word picture. Its mes- 
sage is for us: If it is God who has 
spoken thus clearly, what attention 
should we give to these things lest they 
should get away from us? 

There was trouble in Old Testament 
days when anyone despised the word 
that God’s messengers gave; how much 
worse to pass by and neglect the salvation 
Jesus Himself has wrought for us and 
now offers us—to neglect making it our 
own! Jesus Himself began to teach what 
this salvation meant and later when, 
after His ascension, His disciples went 
on teaching it, God showed by miracles 
that it was truth. And we are still seeing 
the greatest of miracles every day—the 
miracle of an unbeliever (whether 
Chinese, African, American, or Indian) 
changed by Jesus Christ when he believes 
on Him and accepts His sacrifice as 
counting for his own sin. The change 
that this miracle works proves that this 
salvation is real truth. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24). END 
ORME ORE ATS PEL IT ETT A |) RET RE LAWN EI 
Why Don’t Fundamentalists 

(Continued from page 9) 
or cultivation of friendship with the un- 
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saved. Instead there is fear that one 
would be contaminated and also a per- 
sonal selfishness because he finds it takes 
time and trouble and sometimes unpleas- 
antness. The result is that, because it is 
easier, we shut ourselves up to ourselves. 
Thus the gospel has serious difficulty in 
penetrating into the lives of those out- 
side the church, 


What Should We Do? 

What ought to be done is obvious. 
As soon as one becomes a Christian, hav- 
ing received Christ as Saviour, he ought 
to be indoctrinated with the absolute 
necessity of personal loyalty to Christ 
in going out among those who are 
not Christians and befriending them. 
He ought to be immediately trained in 
selflessness and in shouldering inconve- 
nience and unpleasantness for the sake 
of those who are not Christians, as well 
as those who are. He ought to be trained 
to put others first in every action and 
activity. He ought to be taught to rejoice 
in privations for the sake of Christ, of 
Christians, and of non-Christians whom 
he is learning to love for Christ’s sake. 

Perhaps one reason for failing to teach 
these things has been the wrong assump- 
tion that these things become clear to 
one who accepts Christ. Experience in- 
dicates, however, that this is far from 
true. It is true that one who has Christ 
in his life is far more susceptible to 
these teachings and able to put them into 
effect once they are learned. But Christ's 
last command definitely states that these 
truths must be taught. Our failure to do 
this is a failure to put into effect one-half 
of the gospel. Telling about Christ only 
as Saviour has resulted in an inadequate, 
watered-down gospel that is a far cry 
from the tremendously powerful gospel 
of apostolic days when men who had 
been taught to love one another set their 
lives to demonstrate the power of the 
love of Christ by personal friendliness 
to others. 


We Need a Fundamentalist 
Social Gospel 


Few terms have become more heartily 
disliked by the fundamentalists than 
“social gospel.” Just what does it mean ? 


The Lord Jesus Christ was strangly 
insistent upon the social aspects of the 
gospel. He asked us to feed and clothe 
those who are in need, to care for widows 
and orphans, both Christian and non- 
Christian. The Apostle Paul later de- 
veloped this theme and showed how 
these good works were a necessary result 
of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life. 
Because a person is a Christian, he nat- 
urally wants to do those things which 
are pleasing to the heavenly Father, and 
His will includes doing good to all men 
and loving one’s neighbor as himself. 
The true Christian position includes both 
salvation through faith, and good works 
afterwards, as a demonstration of the 
faith which we have in Christ, 


However, during the last fifty years 
many churches have forgotten the first 
half of this true Christianity; no longer 
has it been considered appropriate to 
preach the death of Christ as the atone- 
ment for sin; meanwhile, the other aspect 
of the gospel, the social aspect, has been 
increasingly pressed, and doing good to 
one’s fellow-man has become the whole 
of the gospel preached in these churches. 
They have stressed such important activi- 
ties as slum-clearance, racial toleration, 
economic liberation, and democracy as 
the solution to the human problem and 
the ills that face mankind. They have 
no longer recognized that these develop- 
ments should be a natural fruition of the 
love which comes through salvation in 
Christ. The atonement part of the gospel 
has been left out and Christ’s death inter- 
preted as merely a great example of social 
influence, of martyrdom for a great 
cause. His resurrection, no longer inter- 
preted as literal has become symbolic 
of the eventual triumph of right and jus- 
tice over wrong and oppression. 

It was a case of trying to develop the 
flower without the roots; and that doesn’t 
work. 

The distinction then between the true 
gospel and the social gospel is this— 
that the true gospel consists of two parts: 
“believe in his Son Jesus Christ” and 
“Jove one another.” The social gospel 
believes only in the latter part of the 
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verse, that we should love one another. 
Thus the true gospel includes the social 
gospel, but the social gospel does not 
allow the other essential of the full 
gospel. 

Now as a result of this deflection of 
modernists from the true gospel to the 
half-gospel of social welfare, fundamen- 
talists have naturally pointed out the 
error in this system of thinking and have 
indeed grown to despise the very term 
“social gospel” because it has led hun- 
dreds of thousands to put faith in hu- 
manity and humanitarian schemes rather 
than in Christ. The “social gospel’ in 
the sense in which it is used by the hu- 
manitarians is thus a fearful thing that 
leads men to perdition because it has no 
place for Christ and His atoning grace. 

The unfortunate thing is that in 
throwing out the humanistic social 
gospel, the fundamentalists have also 
thrown out the social aspects of the true 
gospel, too—as also being wrong and 
somehow tied up with liberalism. Thus, 
the second aspect of the true gospel— 
“that we should love one another,” “‘that 
we should love our neighbor as our- 
selves,” “that we should do good to all 
men” —has, because it sounds somewhat 
similar to the social gospel, been thrown 
aside, probably for fear that people 
would think us modernists or because of 
a misunderstanding of the difference be- 
tween the true gospel and the modern- 
istic gospel. 

In other words, the true gospel and the 
modernistic social gospel both have some 
similar aims. Both wish to better the con- 
ditions of all men. The modernist tries 
to do this in his own unregenerate human 
power, and the Christian does it in the 
power of God, The two methods are en- 
tirely different. It thus becomes clear that 
the fundamentalist need not fear the so- 
cial application of the gospel; as a matter 
of fact, if he is not preaching the social 
implications of the gospel, he is not 
preaching the true gospel at all. 

It is exactly at this point that funda- 
mentalism has failed so tragically. For 
this reason fundamentalism has been only 
partly successful as the great weapon of 
the Holy Spirit by which Christianity 


could reach out to the hearts and lives of 
non-Christians. The weapon has been 
blunted by the misunderstanding sneers 
of fundamentalism. 

The Wesleyan revival in England is a 
masterly illustration of the power of the 
true gospel in its completeness. John 
Wesley was very strong in his insistence 
that simply to tell of Christ was not the 
whole gospel. He spoke very harshly in 
fact to those who ‘‘bawled out a gospel 
text,” as he put it, and thought that their 
duty was done. He insisted that everyone 
who had received Christ as Saviour must 
also love others and that his whole life 
be transformed by the power of God to 
become outgoing toward non-Christians. 
Immediately his home should become 
cleaner in its physical appearance, his 
family should become unified. He should 


His was utterly wrong in the use of the 
word heathen in the article “Heathen 
Close to Home” (May issue), and extends 
sincere apologies to all and thanks to our many 
friends who have called this to our attention. 





begin to read, to give gifts of charity to 
neighbors in need. He was to devote his 
life to this high calling of preaching the 
gospel to those around him in factories 
and fields, and in doing good to these 
men. 

The result of this two-pronged, true 
gospel campaign was a transformation of 
English life. Because of the Wesleyan 
converts, the prison system was cleaned 
up, slavery was abolished, the system of 
handling widows and orphans was re- 
vised, the penal code was humanized and 
made more effective. Wesleyan converts 
led the battles in Parliament and among 
the masses to achieve these reforms. They 
did it out of the love of Christ for others, 
but the result was that the gospel and its 
good deeds became widely known 
throughout England. 

Now what this means in modern life 
is that the great social problems of the 
day naturally and very clearly fall within 
the scope of Christian interest. For in- 
stance, the great reforms needed in men- 
tal hospitals ought to be led by funda- 





mentalists because of their love for’ 
others. 

The fundamentalist believes that the 
government has been ordained of God; 
he should do everything in his power to! 
insure sound government on Christian 
principles. In a democracy it then be 
comes not only a privilege but the abso. 
lute duty of the Christian to eal 
in local and national politics. It becomes! 
then an obligation for picked and compe/ 
tent Christians to run for office, not be! 
cause they might bring in the kingdom 
by sound government—which they can- 
not—but because sound government is 
pleasing,to God, and the Christian wishe 
to please God by seeing that sound 
government is secured. The Christian 
will do this not only because sound! 
government is pleasing to God, but also 
because it is God’s will that we should) 
live peaceably. We need to follow up out’ 
prayer and faith for peace, with works! 
and an entrance into the political realm) 
where peace is made and broken. Fun) 
damentalists also need to go into politics) 
because it is now in the political realm) 
that the great social reformers are to be 
effective and become significant. Let the 
individual Christian (not the church) 
enter these realms and conquer them 
for Jesus Christ his Saviour. 

Too frequently the fundamentalist po- 
sition regarding peace conferences has 
been, ‘“There are going to be wars and 
rumors of wars according to the Bible, 
and since there are always going to be 
wars I am not interested in peace confer: 
ences, That is something for the modern- 
ist to talk about.” That attitude needs 
reconsideration in the light of Paul's) 
advice to pray that we might live peace: 
ably and to pray for our rulers that we 
might live peaceably. Fundamentalist 
churches ought to call special prayer 
meetings during times when peace con- 
ferences are in session imploring God to 
give His guidance and to cause His will 
for peace to be done. 

The immediate reaction to these sug: 
gestions has been until rather recently] 
that they are heresy because the Chris-| 
tian’s citizenship is not of this world but! 
is in heavenly places. Although it is pet 
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ment by personal participation, As heav- 
enly citizens our blanket commission 
from the heavenly Father is not nonpar- 
ticipation in good projects; rather, it is 
to do all the good we can wherever we 
can because of the love of Christ welling 
up within us which should make it im- 
possible for us to do otherwise. And there 
is opportunity to do good in almost any 
area the Christian enters—if he claims 
itas an opportunity of demonstrating the 
love of Christ and also as an opportunity 
for witnessing. 

Needless to say, these facts will be dis- 
puted by many who have been brought 
up to believe that the love of Christ is 
shown more effectively by a refusal to 
participate in helpful things in this life. 
It is hoped, however, that some will re- 
think their position and not be afraid to 
examine these matters in the light of 
Scripture—rather than in the light of 
fundamentalist tradition. Only in this 
way can fundamentalism attain the 
powerful influence for Christ which it 
ought to have. 

The frequent objection to such a pro- 
gtam is made by some who say, “We 
don’t have time to do this sort of thing; 
we need to preach the gospel.” The fact 
is that we have time to do whatever 
Christ told us to do and He told us to 
do both things. It has been a fatal error 
for us to try to redefine Christ’s commis- 
sion. Let us allow Christ to be the Mas- 
ter and to make the decisions as to how 
His work is to be done. To refuse to take 
time to demonstrate the love of Christ 
for others means that one is quenching 
and grieving the Holy Spirit, who desires 
to bear His fruit of love in the Christian’s 
heart. 

Our statement that we are citizens of 
heaven and therefore not to be interested 
in things of the earth is, of course, belied 
by every Christian businessman and 
homemaker. We do not consider it wrong 
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for a citizen of heaven to be engaged 
in worldly business. He can, in fact, make 
his business a real testimony to the power 
of God and be enabled to win some of 
his associates to Christ. The same prin- 
ciple applies in regard to politics. If it 
is not wrong for a Christian to be in the 
business world, why is it wrong for him 
to be in the political world? Both are 
occupations which can be used for the 
glory of God. 

Another serious issue upon which we 
have for the most part refused to take 
a stand is the matter of race. The Roman 
Catholics and the liberals have taken a 
strong position in favor of equality of 
opportunity. Fundamentalist churches 
never discuss this matter, and individual 
fundamentalists are frequently found in 
bitter attacks against the Jews and in 
silent toleration of the status quo in re- 
gard to Jim Crowism. The reason for 
this undoubtedly goes back, at least part- 
ly, to our reaction against the modernists. 
Modernists are for racial toleration; 
therefore, it is a tabooed subject in funda- 
mentalist circles! This is a dangerous per- 
version. With the love of Christ over- 
flowing from our hearts we ought not to 
be willing to see any group of people op- 
pressed and economically downtrodden 
with the resultant detriment to health 
and morals. In all too many cases, the 
love of Christ has been suppressed by the 
love of money and of racial pre-emin- 
ence, although the explanation we have 
given to ourselves is something far dif- 
ferent and more pleasing to our deceitful 
hearts. 

We ought to rethink the whole prob- 
lem of our attitude toward race and not 
be afraid to overthrow fundamentalist 
traditions grounded on false premises. 
Wherever the love of Christ leads us in 
our thinking, there we must go without 
hesitation, If we are not particularly in- 
terested in the problem, we ought to be, 
if we are to obey the command of Christ. 

The problem of labor and management 
is another upon which the evangelical 
Christian has for the most part refused 
to take any stand. Traditionally he has 
favored capitalism, probably because the 
larger proportion of the fundamentalist 


churches are composed of citizens of the 
middle classes who are satisfied under the 
capitalistic system. There is also some 
scriptural evidence, as of the case of the 
church in Jerusalem, that communism 
among Christians is an equally scriptural 
point of view. 


We are here neither defending nor 


opposing capitalism, but simply asking 
that preconceived notions be swept aside. 
In the United States, capitalism works 
fairly well, even though based on man’s 
characteristic selfishness and greed. If 
socialism works better, based as it is on 
an idealistic—and therefore wrong— 
view of sinful man, perhaps we should 
accept it. Capitalism may encourage sin; 
socialism discourages selfishness but 
breaks against the rack of the depravity 
of man, who must operate it, 


The Christian as an individual should 


be ready to insist on correct moral action 
when specific cases of injustice or evil of 
any sort arise. When oppression by the 
factory owner or extortion by the worker 
arise, there is a responsibility of the evan- 
gelical Christian to step in if he is able to 
do so. Just what action he can or should 
take needs to be carefully thought and 
prayed through. Fundamentalism has 
failed by ignoring this whole problem 
rather than forcing us to think about it, 
to search the Scriptures, and to decide 
how we can present the claims of Christ 
and the love of Christ when these con- 
flicts arise. 


The result of such thinking will be 


that we will be alert to the needs in the 
world about us in a far more real sense 
than we are now; we will be able to ex- 
ert an influence for righteousness thus 
demonstrating the love of Christ. 


When fundamentalism begins again to 


preach the full gospel of salvation and 
of love, the world will be aware of the 
fact and will become far more interested 


iiarviens and groups of Inter-Varsity are 
asked to co-operate just as soon as possible 
in choosing one member of the group to act as 
His reporter. Items about IVCF activities on 
campus, about outstanding achievements of 
IVCFers and IVCF alumni are wanted for 
News of the Campus. The deadline is the 10th 
of the second month preceding issue. Thus, 
all news received before October 10 will ap- 
pear in the December issue. Items should be 
turned in promptly. 








in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
presented in its fullness than they are in 
the incomplete form which they now 
know. 

And we can certainly expect that God 
will honor His gospel—preached and 
practiced in its fullness. END 





Doubtful Things 
(Continued from page 1) 


liberty and joy. So many Christians seem 
to have fixed ideas about things which 
are doubtful, speaking in dogmatic terms 
about them and criticizing severely all 
who engage in them. A little careful 
thought would soon show that if we dog- 
matize in this way about the things which 
are doubtful, we shall be guilty of an 
inner contradiction. Surely the very fact 
of doubt indicates that the most we can 
do is to express a personal opinion in 
accordance with the light which we have 
received from God’s Word. The very 
worst step we can take is to divide such 
things into two lists, one to be shunned 
at all costs and the other to be regarded 
as generally permissible. The New Testa- 
ment neither adopts nor suggests such an 
approach to the subject, nor does it offer 
the slightest encouragement to those who 
would dogmatize in this way. This is 
one of the many issues in which each 
Christian must be responsible for his 
own actions before God. 

It is possible, however, to set down 
certain principles which should govern 
our choices when doubt seems to persist 
in matters which may be before us, and 
we would like to suggest three simple 
questions that ought to be asked— 

First of all, it would be well to ask our- 
selves, “‘Can I pray for God’s blessing 
upon this thing I am about to do?” That 
seems a fair test for the Christian to ap- 
ply and if the answer is obviously “No” 
then the thing has ceased to be doubtful. 
It is wrong. After all, the standard for 
the Christian is “Everything by prayer,” 
and “Do all to the glory of God.” There- 
fore, if it is not possible to ask for the 
blessing of our heavenly Father upon 
everything we do, there must be some- 
thing wrong somewhere. 


In the second place it might be well 
to consider what effect certain actions or 
activities will have upon our own spir- 
ituality. We are considering the whole 
question of victorious Christian living, 
and if we mean business on this matter 
we shall face every doubtful issue with 
the question ‘“Will this help me to live 
victoriously? Will it help me to be more 
like Christ?” If the answer should seem 
to be “No,” then the thing has ceased 
to be doubtful; it is wrong. 





This chapter on "Doubtful Things’ is taken 
from the newly released Inter-Varsity book 
The Conqueror’s Way, by H. W. Cragg. The 
cost is 85c. A special discount of 20 per cent 
is available for His subscribers who include 
their code number (shown under the sub- 
scriber address on the back cover of the maga- 
zine). 
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In the third place, we shall need to 
remember that the answer we give to the 
question before us will either help or 
hinder some other Christian facing the 
same problem, and one of the greatest 
factors in the Christian life is that “No 
man liveth unto himself.’’ It was this con- 
sideration which governed St, Paul as he 
faced the matter of eating meat in the 
idol’s temple. He contended that there 
might be some who could do this with a 
clear conscience if they had only them- 
selves to consider. But there was the 
weaker brother who might be encouraged 
to eat that which had been offered to 
idols, and thereby be defiled. Paul con- 
sidered that the weaker brother must be 
taken into account, and every action care- 
fully weighed in order that its effect upon 
him might be known. This New Testa- 
ment principle is always up to date, and 
in facing issues of a doubtful nature we 
cannot afford to ignore it. 

If we have to admit that a certain line 
of action would prove to be a hindrance 
to some younger or weaker Christian 
then that line of action has ceased to be 
doubtful. We have discovered that it is 
wrong, and as Christians walking the way 
of holiness we know what to do about 
things that are wrong. END 


You Don’t Have to Shout! 
(Continued from page 23) 










matters of academic and cultural signi 
cance. 


She had the joy of leading sev 
campus personalities to the Lord, and 
to this day she hasn’t been able to w 
her bashfulness. She doesn’t try any mo 
It’s too valuable just as it is! 


And you don’t need to conquer y 
shyness, either. If you can, fine. But iff 
you can’t, don’t let it bother you. Make 
sure first of your standing with the Lord, 
Ask Him to control every aspect of you 
nature, to make your quietness mirror His 
love and joy and kindness and peace 
Then you will begin to glow with a vi 
brancy which, in itself, will challenge. 


Then make it a point to be interested. 
in people, No matter how reticent you 
are, you can at least smile and say hello, 
Busy students seldom have time for mud 
more anyway. Go out of your way to k 
cordial to those you meet. People smik 
the same way around the world, you 
know, Surely God meant for so simple 
a thing as a smile to glorify Him. 

Add to this a keen interest in the fine 
things of life. If you are obviously im! may 
pressed by great music, for instance, and! the « 
bored by a juke box, you may not greatl)| God 
impress a jitter-bug addict. And agait! dred 
you may. But you very likely will wit! othe: 
favor with some non-Christian who ha’ the r 
similar convictions. You see, you'll & awar 
showing him that you, a Christian hav 
time for only the finest in life. And th 
same will hold true on other points. 


2:19 
imp! 
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But above all this stands one more fatt Jesus 


more important than all the rest. It #5, . 
this. God made you to glorify Him, ant) such 
He has a plan for your life. If He didal jz. , 
give you a talkative, highly gregariow) yon, 
nature, then surely it must be because Ht) ch,i. 
needs your kind of testimony for a sptiyy 4 
cialized ministry. “limite 

Nothing is so tragic as a misfit, Y0jty yy) 
can’t possibly be what you are not. Goll itcle 
doesn’t intend for you even to try. Hla. | 
asks first that you be His, one hundrelitp, ., 
per cent. Make sure of that, and the te}.je> 
is in His hands. EN comm 
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No matter how full your schedule 
ord, is, it ought to allow for time spent 
your in prayer and study of the Word 
t His daily. Use these questions to help 
eace, in your meditation. 

a Vi 


Friday, October I 

LUKE 8:26-39 (1) Here Christ faced a 
“massed force of demons (Cp. Mk. 5:13 
for an intimation of their number). 
What two significant facts are immedi- 
much ately observable in their attitude to this 
to bt man from Galilee? Cp. 4:34 and Jas. 
2:19. What does Christ’s coming always 
: imply for Satan and his hosts of evil? See 
imple | Jn. 3:8. (2) Swine had been pro- 
nounced unclean by God and not to be 
fine eaten by His people (Lev. 11:7). This 
y im may explain Christ's permissive word to 
, and! the demons, Note that Satan as well as 
reatl) God values one man above many hun- 
agait’ dreds of animals. Man’s estimation is 
1 wis) otherwise (v. 37). Why? (3) Contrast 
10 hal the requests of vv. 37-38. Is my family 
'Il bk aware of what God has done for me? 
| have 
id th: 
. 


Saturday, October 2 
LUKE 8:40-56 (1) What circumstances 
led a ruler of the synagogue to fall at 
e fact Jesus’ feet? Let me learn to thank God 
t for every trouble that constrains me to 
1, ant"such a dependence. (2) What seemed 
dida' jike an interraption—the healing of the 
aries woman—became an important step in 
ise Ht! Christ's dealing with Jairus. How? Cp. 
a SP*/ vw. 48, 50. How had Jairus’ faith been 
limited? Have I set certain mental limits 
t. Yotto what Christ can do in me or in my 
. oy of friends? (3) Why did Jesus 
ry. Mytake such pains (vv. 51, 54) to restrict 
indt® the number who should witness His mir- 
he fVacle? Cp, Matt. 13:58. (4) Note Christ's 
EMicommand following His gift of new life 
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(v. 55). What am I doing to help feed 
those who have just received spiritual 
life? Cp. Jn. 21:15-17. 

Sunday, October 3 

LUKE 9:1-17 (1) What was the only 
equipment the Lord provided for His 
disciples’ first missionary expedition? 
Their work like His was to deliver man 
from the power of Satan. Cp. Acts 26:18. 
In view of this, what equipment (v. 1 
to v. 3) do I deem most necessary for a 
servant of God? (2) Christ’s communi- 
cation of power to others always stirs 
notice (v. 7). No doubt also the disci- 
ples’ witness helped to draw the large 
ctowd (v. 14) to hear the Lord. (3) 
Study carefully the lessons the Lord had 
in this miracle for His disciples and for 
us. Note especially “Give ye’—“We 
have no more . . .”—'‘He gave to the 
disciples to set before the multitude.” 
Am I proving that where Christ com- 
mands He Himself will enable me to ful- 
fill His command ? 


Monday, October 4 

LUKE 9:18-36 (1) Note how carefully 
the Lord drew His disciples to the con- 
viction that He was the Son of God be- 
fore He spoke of His death, The value 
of His death depends upon who He is. 
Read I Jn. 4:10. (2) What is meant by 
taking up one’s cross daily (v. 23) ? Re- 
member the cross was an instrument of 
death, not just an unpleasant burden. 
Prayerfully consider I Cor. 15:31b; Gal. 
2:20; Rom. 8:13; (“‘mortify” means put 
to death) ; Col. 3:3, 5. Ask God to show 
you what it means to die to self and to 
live unto God. (3) God graciously con- 
firmed the disciples’ conviction concern- 
ing Jesus (v. 35): so that our faith does 
not rest on the conception of men, but 
on the authenticated revelation of God. 
See II Pet. 1:16-18. As a student at col- 
lege, am I ready to hear what men say 
about Jesus rather than to hear what God 
says about Him? 

Tuesday, October & 

LUKE 9:37-50 (1) V. 41 gives a glimpse 
into the constant pain it was to our Sav- 
iour to be in a world permeated by suf- 
fering as the result of unbelief and 
rebellion against God, Contrast Jn. 1:2 


and think over Isa. 53:11. What was the 
goal for which the Lord endured life and 
death on earth? (2) Note how v. 43 
links v. 44 to what has preceded. The 
disciples saw and heard Christ exalted by 
God, then saw His majestic power (v. 
43). They now knew He was the Messiah 
(v. 20). They expected Him to declare 
Himself King (v. 27). But of what does 
Jesus remind them (v. 44)? (3) What 
thought led to the dispute of v. 46? Jesus 
declares that disciple great who instead of 
seeking important jobs is content to do 
seemingly small tasks, such as helping a 
child. Do I despise small opportunities of 
serving the Lord? Note Zech. 4:10a. 
Wednesday, October 6 

LUKE 9:51-62 (1) In their enthusiasm 
for the One they now knew as Messiah, 
the disciples wished to demonstrate who 
He was in the manner of Elijah (II Ki. 
1:10ff), by calling down fire upon those 
who failed to honor Him, On what 
ground did the Lord once for all forbid 
His followers to use persecution as a 
means of promoting His kingdom? (2) 
If I would really follow the Lord Jesus, 
what kind of an attitude must I adopt 
toward this world (v. 58)? Read Heb. 
11:13b, 14, 16; 13:14. (3) Using an 
oriental expression, “bury my father,” 
the would-be follower meant, “Let me 
wait until my father is dead and buried.” 
What stipulations have I been making to 
the Lord? Am I prepared to put Him be- 
fore this world’s comforts, before my par- 
ents, before all cherished plans for a 
home of my own? Read I Cor. 7:29-31. 


Thursday, October 7 

LUKE 10:1-24 (1) Note the emphatic 
word “other” (v. 1)—the Lord ap- 
pointed others—in contrast to those who 
failed to measure up (9:57-62)—-seventy 
in number. His is a selective service. Cp. 
Matt. 22:14. (2) Study this extensive 
missionary enterprise under the follow- 
ing heads: the Lord’s purpose, the meth- 
od employed (v. 1), the prescribed mes- 
sage and activity (v. 9), the missionaries’ 
conduct (v. 7) and the result. Why is the 
Christian’s message such a solemn re- 
sponsibility (vv. 10-12, 16) ? Cp. II Cor. 
2:15-16. (3) With v. 20 cp. Matt. 7:21- 








23. Apparently it is possible for men to 
engage in much Christian activity and yet 
not know the Lord. How can I be sure my 
name is written in heaven? Read Rev. 
3:5 and Jn. 10:27-28. 
Friday, October 8 
LUKE 10:25-42 (1) The lawyer's ques- 
tion and the Lord’s reply both empha- 
size that eternal life is based on some- 
thing more than knowledge of God's 
law. What else is required? V. 28 merely 
confirms Lev. 18:5, What new revelation 
had Christ then come to give? Study 
Rom. 8:3-4. (2) The point of the par- 
able iies in the contrast between knowl- 
edge and action on the part of priest, 
Levite and Samaritan. Do I who profess 
to know God exceed the non-Christians 
around me in practical acts of kindness 
and love? (3) Vv. 38-42 remind us of 
the right balance in a Christian's life. 
Even service to others must not occupy 
all our time. Mary’s good part illustrates 
the fulfillment of the first commandment. 
Saturday, October 9 
LUKE 11:1-13 (1) What motivated the 
request of v. 1? Is my example kindling 
this desire in others? (2) Observe the 
circumstances (v. 6) that led to the ur- 
gent and persistent asking which the 
Lord commanded. So spiritually, only as 
I realize my own inability to help others 
will I be impelled to earnest intercession 
to God on their behalf. What is taught 
in the sequence “ask,” “seek” and 
“knock”? (3) How does God equip me 
to help others (v. 13) ? When I receive 
this gift, I can say with Paul, “as poor 
yet making many rich” (II Cor. 6:10). 
Cp. also Acts 3:6. 
Sunday, October 10 

LUKE 11:14-26 (1) See Matt. 12:28 
for what Christ meant by “the finger of 
God.” In studying this gospel, note the 
reality of the conflict between spiritual 
forces, between Christ and Satan. Can 
men be neutral in this warfare (v. 23) ? 
(2) V. 21 speaks of the comparative 
peace of those deluded by Satan and un- 
disturbed by thoughts of Christ. But 
when the stronger One comes to such 
souls, a complete transformation of own- 
ership takes place. (3) V. 24 pictures a 
partial reformation of heart. But it re- 

oa 


mains “empty” (Matt. 12:44—not filled 
with the Holy Spirit), “swept” (only 
surface filth removed, not washed), “‘gar- 
nished” (just a new paint job, not a new 
model). Contrast true regeneration (II 
Cor. 5:17) with the sad outcome if such 
reformation (v. 26 and II Pet. 2:20). 


Monday, October I1 

LUKE 11:27-36 (1) When in admira- 
tion of the Saviour, a woman spoke of the 
blessing that was Mary's, He pointed out 
the even greater blessing that she could 
enjoy. How? Remember these words 
when others unduly exalt the mother of 
our Lord. (2) What one sign, like that 
of Jonah, did God give Israel in confir- 
mation of His Son? Cp. Matt. 12:40 and 
Rom. 1:4, Did this nation which now re- 
fused the first rays of God’s light, later 
accept its full radiance? Think over 16: 
31 and Jn. 3:19. (3) Christ Himself is 
that bright light (v. 36). Men may re- 
ceive the light through the eye of the 
soul (v. 34). What is the obstruction of 
which He warns? What will be the result 
in my life of receiving His light? 
Tuesday, October 12 

LUKE 11:37-54 (1) Observe how the 
Lord purposely refused to conform to the 
Pharisees’ rules (v. 38) which they were 
more particular to fulfill than the com- 
mandments of God. Note the aptness of 
the simile (v. 39). The one in v. 44 


refers to graves overgrown with grass and - 


so unnoticed, but men who walk over 
them are unconsciously defiled (see 
Num. 19:16), What is the spiritual 
warning? (2) Christ’s prophetic warn- 
ing (v. 51) was amply fulfilled in the 
frightful destruction of Jerusalem and 
the slaughter of thousands of Jews by 
the Romans in A.D. 70—less than 30 
years later. (3) The “lawyers” were 
those instructed in the law of God, 
trained to expound it to others. Now God 
has committed to all Christians the spe- 
cial responsibility for teaching others His 
word. See Matt. 28:20. What am I doing 
with this key of knowledge? 

Wednesday, October 13 

LUKE 12:1-12 (1) Christ thought it 
necessary to warn not just the multitudes 
but His disciples in particular of hypoc- 


‘Christ’s reminders for a steady faith. (3) 





risy. Let me take this warning to myself 
using the prayer of Ps, 139:23-24. Note 
the compelling argument of v. 2 as to the 
folly of a religious profession that is not 
backed up by practice. (2) Great cour. 
age is needed in the proclamation of the 


gospel. What two considerations does the 4 

Lord use to allay our natural cowardice? on 
With v. 5 cp. Isa. 8:13. Who is the one stat 
who hath power to cast into hell? See “1 
Rev, 1:18. (3) What is the greater fear i 
that should overcome all dread of pro. a. 
claiming the gospel to men (v. 9) ? What| a 


is the awful result for men if they refuse} ;.4 
the witness of the Holy Spirit? Should) | ¢ 


‘ p SP oa 0 
not this knowledge also incite me toa}, 
: S > 
bold, persuasive witness? tha 
Thursday, October 14 58- 


LUKE 12:13-34 (1) What is the theme} pe 
of these verses? Note the occasion for} 4) 
the discourse. How did the Lord deal} “i 
with the man who wished Him to deal} the 
with his brother? Note v. 16 “unto| Sm 
them.” Perhaps the Lord has something} LU! 
to say to me when I lodge a complaint| the 
against someone else. (2) The expres-| stil 
sion “‘of doubtful mind” (v. 29) carries | #C 
with it the meaning of suspense of mind, | tion 
“Don’t live a life suspended between care | thin 
and trust! Does my trust in God fluctu- | able 
ate with circumstances? Lay hold of} tht 
sinc 
Memorize one verse that to you sums up| “8 
the Lord’s teaching in this passage. | m 
Friday, October 15 &) 
LUKE 12:35-48 (1) If I have the atti-| two 
tude of heart which the Lord enjoins} jn, 
(vv. 33-34), what will be my view of Goc 
life here upon earth? What is the signif | 5, 
cance of “servant,” lit. “slave” ? (2) The illy 
Lord’s answer to Peter's question (v. 41) | Mo 
reveals the special responsibility of the} 11, 
apostles and all to whom God gives posi- } }) « 
tions of leadership over His household. | “4, 
Has He called me to dispense spiritual | sar, 
food to others? If so, what two graces} 7.9. 
will I especially need? (3) Is God unfait } mog 
to punish the heathen? Note the cate } qua 
fully enunciated distinction of vv. 47+} tem, 
48, Ignorance is taken into account by |Nop, 
God, but it cannot excuse entirely. Re Jade 
member the principle of v. 48 whet) oy , 
tempted to judge a young Christiat.| , 
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Does my life correspond to the knowl- 
edge I have received ? 
Saturday, October 16 
LUKE 12:49-59 (1) Am I, like the dis- 
ciples (v. 51) apt to mistake the peace 
Christ has promised (Cp. Jn. 14:27) for 
security and freedom from trouble? How 
does His peace differ from peaceful cir- 
cumstances? See Phil. 4:7. (2) By con- 
stant observations men have learned how 
to anticipate the weather. The inference 
thus of v. 56 is: ‘““Why do you Jews who 
profess to expect the Messiah now fail to 
recognize Him?” Even apart from the 
indications God had given beforehand 
of Messiah’s coming, their own con- 
sciences (v. 57) might have told them 
that this was God's Son. (3) Study vv. 
58-59 as an illustration of making our 
peace with God now while we are “in the 
way,” i.e. “‘alive.’’ If men do not accept 
Christ now as Saviour, He will become 
their judge, and hell the prison. 
‘unto| Sunday, October 17 
thing| LUKE 13:1-9 (1) How do I interpret 
slaint| the catastrophes and misfortunes that 
‘pres: sttike my acquaintances? To what good 
arries | «count did the Lord turn the two men- 
mind, | tioned in vv. 1-4? (2) What is the chief 
n care} thing concerning God taught by the par- 
Juctu: | able of vv. 6-9? Cp. II Pet. 3:9. “These 
id. of | thtee years” may indicate the three years 
1. (3) | since Christ had begun to preach the mes- 
ms 7 sage of repentance. God’s forbearance 
ze. though long is not for ever. Cp. Gen. 6:3. 
| (3) How long has God been waiting for 
, | me to produce fruit for Him, one year, 
€ att! two or even three? Because of Christ's 
joins | intercession (Cp. v. 8 with Heb. 7:25) 
ew 0! God may be giving me another chance. 
ty "| But trees that remain fruitless are eventu- 
2) The ally cut down, set aside, See Jn. 15:6. 
v. 41) | Monday, October 18 
of the) Luke 13:10-21 (1) The phrase in v. 
S POS | 11 “in no wise” is lit. “to the uttermost,” 
hold “utterly” unable to lift herself up. This 
rita" | Same phrase occurs once elsewhere (Heb. 
8Facts }7:25) of Christ “‘able to save to the utter- 
untall | most.” Whenever I feel utterly inade- 
€ caf) quate to live the Christian life, let me 
v. 47-\temember His uttermost ability. (2) 
unt bY \Note the two reactions to Christ's mir- 
ly. Re Jace, When the Lord saves an individual 
whe }on my campus, am I prepared for these 
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two reactions? What lay at the root of 
the ruler’s feeling? (3) The two par- 
ables (vv. 18-21) must be studied to- 
gether. Compare the working of the mus- 
tard seed with that of the leaven as to 
circumstance (in the garden, in the meal) 
as to manner (silently) and as to result. 
What truth does the Lord hereby teach 
concerning the kingdom? 
Tuesday, October 19 
LUKE 13:22-38 (1) Note Christ's an- 
swer to v. 23. To know ow to be saved is 
more vital than to know how many will 
be saved. To “strive” implies this stren- 
uous, whole-hearted determination of 
every fibre of one’s being to enter into 
the kingdom of God. Mild interest or 
curiosity concerning the truth is not 
enough. (2) Consider the modern equiv- 
alent of v. 26. On what do many today 
base their careless assumption that they 
are Christians? (3) The Lord had al- 
ready set His face toward Jerusalem and 
toward death (v. 22, Cp. also 9:51-53) 
when the warning came to leave Galilee. 
Instead of fear for Himself because of 
Herod or because of what He knew 
awaited Him in Jerusalem, what most 
moved the heart of the Lord Jesus? Cp. 
Acts 20:24. Is there in me a motive great- 
er than the instinct of self-preservation ? 
Wednesday, October 20 
LUKE 14:1-11 (1) Did the Lord Jesus 
look upon social engagements as time 
off? Remember if I am His follower, 
men will watch me too at social functions. 
Am I on the lookout for opportunities 
to serve my Lord on such occasions? (2) 
This incident shows the need of wisdom 
in witnessing as well as faithfulness. Cp. 
12:42. How often before a dinner en- 
gagement do I ask God to direct my con- 
versation? Consider Jas. 1:5 and I Pet. 
3:15. (3) What is the central point of 
this parable (vv, 7-11)? Our circum- 
stances may differ from those described 
but think of the occasions in your life 
where the Lord’s words may be applied. 
Am I trying to put myself in the limelight 
at school, among my friends, in my Fel- 
lowship group? Read Rom. 12:3. 
Thursday, October 21 
LUKE 14:12-24 (1) What are my mo- 
tives in planning a patty? Do I invite 
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only my special friends or the most pop- 
ular and attractive students? Apply the 
Lord’s words in connection with that for- 
eign student in your dorm, that one with 
the peculiar affliction or that bankrupt 
individual who can never treat others in 
return. (2) Consider the inclusiveness 
of God’s invitation. On what ground 
alone are any refused? (3) Were they 
sinful things which the guests pleaded as 
excuses? Never allow even legitimate 
duties to prevent your fellowship with 
God. (4) Consider the part of the serv- 
ant in this story. Cp. Rom. 10:14, Am I 
too busy to pass on the invitations God 
has entrusted to me? 

Friday, October 22 

LUKE 14:25-35 (1) What is the signifi- 
cance of the Lord’s addressing these 
words to the great multitudes that were 
desirous of following Him? Am I true 
to Him if I make the Christian life sound 
easy to someone eager to begin? (2) 
“Hate” in v. 26 is really a comparative 
word, Our love for Christ must be so 
great that in comparison our love for 
others may be termed hate. (3) The man 
who bore a cross expected to be crucified. 
If I follow Christ and take up my cross, 
I must count upon having the life of self 
crucified. Cp, Gal. 2:20. (4) To what 
does Christ refer by salt that has lost its 
savour? See Matt. 5:13. The man in v. 
30 is such. Note the final warning. 
Saturday, October 23 

LUKE 15 (1) What is the unifying 
theme of these three stories that form but 
one parable (v. 3)? To whom did the 
Lord address these stories? What atti- 
tude was He reproving and what attitude 
repeatedly commending (vv. 5, 6, 7, 9, 
23, 24, 32)? (2) In each story some- 
thing very precious in the owner's eyes 
is lost. In each, that precious possession 
is recovered. Note how the first two 
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follow by God's help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 
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so, what are its conditions? 










God, myself, His will for my life? 
6. Is there something in this p 





After you have finished answering each 
day's specific questions, review by answer- 


1. Is there any example for me to seek to 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 


5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Christ, 





stories illustrate God's part in spiritual 
restoration, while the third points out the 
necessity for man’s part (v. 18). Neither 
is adequate without the other. Cp. Mk. 
1:15 with Luke 19:10. (3) Of whom 
did the Lord intend the elder son to be a 
picture? Cp. vv. 28, 30 with v. 2. Do I 
remember that a family relationship now 
exists between myself and all Christians 
regardless of their former condition? 
Sunday, October 24 
LUKE 16:1-18 (1) Note carefully why 
the rich man commended his steward. 
Was it for his dishonesty? (2) We too 
are stewards. God has entrusted each 
with some portion of earthly goods. 
None has proved faultless. So death 
comes to end our stewardship. (The Lord 
spoke of the unjust steward’s wisdom and 
foresight for this life). Am I exercising 
similar wisdom now in relation to the 
life after death? (3) V. 9 means make 
friends by means of money that is, spend 
your money (in itself only a false stan- 
dard of riches, v. 11) with an eye to the 
life beyond, for spiritual ends, to gain 
friends for the kingdom of God. Read 
Matt. 6:19-20 and I Tim. 6:17-19. So 
when death comes the Christian will find 
many whom he helped on earth waiting 
to welcome him in heaven. (4) In pro- 
portion to our faithful use of earthly 
means and abilities, so God will endow 
us with spiritual gifts, the true riches. 
Monday, October 25 
LUKE 16:19-31 (1) This picture shows 
us how the deeds of this life determine 
our place in the next. Was the rich man 
condemned for his wealth? For violence 
or murder? What was his great crime? 
Read Jas. 4:17 and cp. Matt. 25:41-46. 
(2) Can any prayer be answered in hell? 
Does the Lord leave any room for hope 
that a soul may be purged after death and 
then pass into heaven? (3) The truth of 
v. 31 is borne out by the resurrection of 
another man named Lazarus (Jn. 11:43, 
53) and also by Christ’s own resurrec- 
tion. If men today refuse to believe the 
signs God has given, a special miracle 
would not convince them. How many 
brothers and sisters have 1? Where are 
they headed? After death it is too late to 
witness to them. 
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Tuesday, October 26 

LUKE 17:1-10 (1) What two truths 
does the Lord emphasize concerning sin 
and responsibility for sin (v. 1)? “Of- 
fend” is lit. “‘cause to stumble.” When 
God judges sin, He takes into account 
not only our direct acts but also our in- 
fluence on others. (2) What aspect of 
forgiveness is stressed in vv. 3, 4? Do 
I practice this? (3) What am I doing 
about the inadequacy of my faith (vv. 
5-6)? (4) Contrast what we as servants 
should expect (vv. 7-9) with what the 
Lord has promised to those who are 
faithful (12:37). Meanwhile does He 
consider service for Him in His fields an 
excuse for not waiting upon Him in pri- 
vate? As the Lord’s slave, can I call any 
time my own? 

Wednesday, October 27 

LUKE 17:11-19 (1) What two com- 
mendable qualities were displayed by all 
ten lepers? What spiritual lesson is im- 
plicit in the words, “‘as they went, they 
were cleansed’? (2) Note how Christ 
upheld the ceremonial law (with v. 14, 
cp. Lev. 14:2). This must have been a 
striking testimony of Christ’s power to 
the priests. Does my pastor know of the 
spiritual transformation in my life? (3) 
One leper was more concerned for God's 
glory than for his own immediate clean 
bill of health. What is the surest way in 
which any one of us can glorify God? 
See Psalm 50:23. 


Tharsday, Octeber 28 

LUKE 17:20-37 (1) What false ideas 
concerning the kingdom of God did the 
Lord correct (vv, 20-21)? Do I assess 
spiritual values by outward appearances 
alone? Read II Cor. 4:18. (2) Although 
men may live in careless unconcern of 
the Lord’s coming, will it take place 
without their knowledge? What is the 
significance of v. 24 and what assurance 
does it give me? (3) There have been 
various interpretations of the proverb 
quoted by Christ in v. 37. Comparing it 
with Matt. 24:28, 31, it would seem to 
indicate the gathering together of like 
parties to their natural destination. As 
eagles are instinctively drawn to the prey, 
so will those who love Christ be drawn 
to Him at His coming by the instinct of 





the new nature. So we do not need to { 
know “where” these things will happen, {bee 
Friday, October 29 cabi 
LUKE 18:1-14 (1 )What command dogs |sole 
the Lord Jesus stress by the parable of the |den 
unjust judge? In what one respect is this /and 
judge used to impress a truth concerning | €ss¢ 
God? Note the same type of comparison (of t 
in Matt. 7:11. Any earthly illustration |to f 
will fall short in revealing God. (2) Al. (at t 
though God seems to “bear long” with |tr0< 
us in delaying His coming to end this| that 
world’s injustices, yet that long-suffering | have 
springs from His love. Find the explana. and 
tion in II Pet. 3:9, 15. (3) The sin of ate 
all sins in God's sight is pride, This|of ¢ 
caused Satan’s fall (Isa. 14:12-15). bs) , 
the good life that God may have enabled | b 
me to lead being vitiated by my taking|** 
pride in it? Read Pro. 6:16-17. er 
Saturday, October 30 per 
LUKE 18:15-30 (1) This passage shows} ite 
two requirements for entrance into the | vi 
kingdom of God, one positive (v. 17)| allt 
and one negative (v. 24). What are! Vis 
these? (2) When confronted with my ae 
own tenacious desire to acquire and to| 
possess, what hope is here offered of i) eb 
being overcome? When I pray, “Lead us| ties 
not into temptation,” do I specifically), 
implore God’s grace concerning this mat-| ; 
ter of possessions? (3) In what way! ; ia 
alone can earthly wealth contribute to) a 
heavenly blessing? (4) Vv. 29 and 30 
answer v. 18, Eternal life is only for thos) ¢ p, 
who prize the kingdom of God, at mort| del 
than anything this life can offer. Fon it 
Sunday, October 31 it he 
LUKE 18:31-43 (1) Why did God) Kes 
cause the prophets to foretell the suffer-| bles 
ings of the Messiah? And for what put bers 
pose did Jesus repeatedly warn His dis| othe 
ciples that these would soon have theit| dent 
fulfillment in Him? With v. 34 read Ja} M 
12:16 and Acts 3:18. (2) What promis} ing 
did Christ always add to the prediction} bein 
of His suffering? Do I see more than his} for 
toric significance in the fulfillment off hapi 
these prophecies? Consider Isa. 53:54) Ran 
and Rom. 4:24-25. (3) What was tht) conf 
first use the blind man made of his sight!) of tl 
Is this my immediate response when Gol} , 5; 
opens my eyes spiritually? Cp. Col. |: be : 
-10. ” 
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ypen, been the securing and use of a couple of 


cabins in Estes Park, Colorado, for the 
does sole purpose of entertaining foreign stu- 
f the }dents from the nearby area. Mrs. Dey 
; this and Mrs. Manford have been the host- 
ning | €sses in charge. They offer the hospitality 
rison of that region—fishing, riding, hiking— 
ation to foreign students at a nominal cost, and 
) Al. at the same time give them a good in- 
with |troduction to Christianity. They report 
| this/that through most of the summer they 
ering | have had all the guests they can handle, 
lang. and that a considerable number of them 
in of ate showing much interest in the things 
This| of God. 


ee *The group at the University of Neb- 
._ | taska has shown much growth during the 
‘past year in every way. One of the mem- 
'bers wrote, ‘“There have been several 
students, including myself, who have 
‘come to accept Christ as their personal 
| Saviour through IVCF this year, so we 
all thank God for such an organization. 
| Visits to the campus by Hans Burki and 
™ Robert Finley during the year provided 
fj jmuch inspiration and blessing to the 
Of 1S) Nebraskans, They ended the year’s activi- 
cadus}. hich Dr 
fically| ties with a spring retreat, at whic : 
Robert Smith of Dubuque was the speak- 

S mat: | ; 
t wa] et, and a banquet where the main 
speaker was Dr. Belton from Kansas City 


ute to} ,. 
ad 30 | Bible College. 


shows 
o the 
17) 
it a 
th 


thos!) *Penn Christian Fellowship (Phila- 
Mor) delphia) chalked up another “first-time” 

_ 0n its list the week end of May 7-9 when 

it held its first all-chapter conference at 
| God} Keswick Grove, New Jersey. ‘God 
suffet-) blessed so richly,” wrote one of the mem- 
at put! bers, “that plans are being made for an- 
is dis) other conference this fall.” Three stu- 
e theit} dents found Christ as their Saviour there. 
ad Ja.) Much planning and preparation is go- 
romist} ing into the two week-long conferences 
diction} being held the early part of September 
an his} for Minnesota students at Camp Ihdu- 
ent of hapi, and for Colorado students at Star 
53:54) Ranch, This is the first year this type of 
vas the} Conference, held just before the opening 
sight?) of the fall term, has been tried. 


0 \ * Since last fall a number of the mem- 
| bets of the chapter at New York State 


1948) 


Teachers College in Albany have been 
teaching Sunday school if the Primary 
Department of the Albany Home for 
Children. 





® Showing how it is done in upper New 

York is Evelyn Boetcher of New York 
State Teachers College at Albany as she 
puts up a poster announcing the next 
meeting of the Tri-City area (the other 
two colleges are Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute of Troy and Union College of 
Schenectady). Evelyn is secretary of the 
Tri-City combination. 


© Pacific College of Newberg, Oregon 
was host school to a Missionary Confer- 
ette the first Saturday of May. Other 
schools which sent delegates were the 
Oregon College of Education, Lewis and 
Clark, Cascade, Multnomah School of 
the Bible, Willamette, Oregon State, Pa- 
cific University, and Milwaukee. The 
speakers were Rev. Sam Cassells from the 
Sudan and Miss Frances Mae Teetz of 
Quito, Ecuador. The conference was ac- 
curately and sympathetically reported in 
the Pacific College paper, The Crescent. 


© Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
Radford College got together on a con- 
ference in May at Radford, Virginia, 
which was attended by nearly fifty stu- 
dents. Main speaker was Regional Sec- 
retary Joseph Bayly. 


* The Juilliard Christian Fellowship, 
thirty strong, had a Splash Party at the 
New York Evangeline Club. After the 
swimming and games, they gathered in 
the lounge and enjoyed refreshments fol- 
lowed by a short devotional message, and 
then the music for which Juilliard stu- 
dents are noted. But even during the mas- 
terful piano recital, some students were 
found in one corner of the lounge, seem- 


ingly oblivious to all the artistry as they 
further discussed spiritual problems. 


@ Just before the heavy studying that 
precedes final exams, the IVCF at Colo- 
rado State College of Education left the 
campus to enjoy a picnic in the moun- 
tains. Bill Warnick of Loveland, Colo- 
rado, was the speaker. The group at this 
college has had the joy of watching its 
Bible study group grow steadily from six 
to thirty during the past year. When 
school reopens this fall, they are hoping 
to have a number of small Bible study 
groups meeting in various places both on 
and .off campus. Geraldine Nelson is the 
newly elected president. 


e At the annual installation banquet of 
the Cornell-Ithaca chapter of IVCF just 
before the close of school, keys were pre- 
sented to all the graduating members. 
Ralph Willoughby, staff member for 
upper New York, was the speaker. 


® Three of Temple University’s officers 
went to Campus in the Woods for the 
August session, and were able there to 
spend much time in prayer and prepa- 
ration for the coming year’s activities. 
A personal greeting was sent to all mem- 
bers of the chapter, and a personal letter 
was prepared to be mailed to all the in- 
coming Protestant freshmen. 


® Five Kansas colleges—University of 
Kansas, Kansas State College, Emporia 
State Teachers College, Ottawa Univer- 
sity, and Washburn University—held a 
week-end conference before the end of 
school at Camp Webster near Salina. 
Rev. Lynn Hodges of Topeka and Dr. 
Alexander Vazakas of Bethany College 
were the speakers. 


© A total of approximately 225 students 
attended the two sessions of Campus in 
the Woods at Huntsville, Ontario, the 
Western Summer Training Camp at 
‘The Firs,” and the Missionary Institute 
at Ben Lippen. God's blessings were 
manifested at each of these places very 
wonderfully, and students who attended 
praise the Lord for the joy and vision 
He gave them in these training sessions. 





. NEWS OF THE 


Since the October issue of His goes to press before the fall term of school opens, 
it is not possible to have news of the opening activities of the Inter-Varsity groups. 
That will come in the fext couple of issues. This month’s News of the Campus, there- 
fore, will present information about summer IVCF activities wherever we have been 
able to learn about them, plus items about school-end activities that arrived just too 


late for the June-September His. 


One item of interest every fall is the announcement of the IVCF staff members 
and their territories for the coming year. We herewith give you the 1948-49 Canadian- 


US. staff: 
General Secretary: C. Stacey Woods 


Associate General Secretary: Charles H. 
Troutman 


Staff Members: 
EAST—Joseph T. Bayly, Regional Sec- 


retary 

Evelyn Hayden, New England 

Ralph Willoughby, Upper New York 

Jane Hollingsworth and Wieps Roze- 
laar, New York City 

Gordon Addington and Barbara Dix- 
on, Middle Atlantic area. Also the 
following part-time staff members 
in this area: Mary Elizabeth Steele, 
Hong Sit, and Eugene Callender 

Anne Childs, Southeastern region of 
US. 


weEst—Carl Thomas, Regional Secretary 

Lloyd Long and Herbert Netsch, Pa- 
cific Northwest 

Carl Thomas, Bonnie Bird, and Mel- 

vin Friesen, California. Also part- 

time staff member: Garry Demarest 
(Los Angeles) 


NORTH CENTRAL—Cleo W. Buxton, 
Regional Secretary 


John Wilder, West Virginia, Ohio, 
western Pennsylvania 

Prudence Todd, Michigan 

Cleo Buxton, Indiana 

Anne Beguin, Illinois, Missouri 


MID-WEST—Charles H. Troutman, Reg- 
ional Secretary 
Mary Beaton, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
North Dakota 
Nancy Coull, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
and Iowa 
John Hermanson, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Texas 
Pauline Barkhuff, Eugene Thomas 
(part-time), Colorado 


CANADA—Wilber Sutherland, Regional 
Secretary 
William Steeper and Margaret Fish, 


territories to be announced later 


Specialized Staff: 

Paul Beckwith, Bible study and evan- 
gelism 

Robert Finley, campus evangelism 

Paul Hopkins, business manager, U.S. 

Virginia Lowell, His editor 

T. Norton Sterrett, secretary, Student 
Foreign Missions Fellowship 


Mary Anne Klein, missionary edita 
Alvera Anderson, secretary, Christi 
Nurses Fellowship 

The Lord has graciously allowed 
most all of last year’s staff members 
return to their work with Inter-Va 
again this year. With the growth of In 
Varsity during the past year, it was 
necessary to add more staff help in ¢ 
tain areas. The prayers of His read 
are requested, to the end that God g 
provide the needs of these added resp 
sibilities. 
e After a brief rest from their stud 
a small group of Milwaukee State Ch 
tian Fellowship members returned! 
school and to the summer activities 
their group, which is one of the few® 
continues to function during the sumg 
at that college. In addition to their ¢ 
prayer meetings at noon, they had 
couple of special affairs. One was a caf 
fire Bible study in the middle of J 
and the other was their week-end ret 
in celebration of Independence Da 
Wausau, Wisconsin, at the farm homé 
alumna, Dawn Narron. 


e The University of Kansas IVCF 
joyed its studies in the Gospel of 
during the summer term. This group 
been especially concerned about mak 
Christ known to those who attend 
university only during the summer, 


e Some of the colleges that have wri 
to let us know that their Inter-Vatsy 
groups have been carrying on all sumifl 
are Wayne University of Detroit, (4 
ing at full steam’), Temple Univert 
of Philadelphia (“‘the only religious' 
ganization on campus that did not hi 
nate for the summer’), Colorado 
College of Education (‘‘continuing; 
meet”), and Purdue University of 
diana (‘‘attendance at the Bible study! 
at times exceeded that of the reg 
school year’’). 


e A very interesting summer project 


(continued on inside back cover) 





